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Overview
The theme for this unit is school.

Target vocabulary
School; school subjects; school clothes; compound 
nouns; phrases for ordering events

Target grammar
Past simple; past simple questions and short 
answers

Exam skills
Reading: word completion; identifying the right 
word

Listening: multiple-choice questions; listening for 
specific information

Speaking: describing an experience; matching 
questions and answers; asking questions (about the 
past)

Writing: writing a short story; ordering events

CLIL: Your school subjects

3

Reading (SB pages 26 and 27)

Get ideas
1 Tell students to look at the school noticeboard and 
the accompanying photos.

Elicit what the photos show. Ask: What is this? as 
you point to the photos. Give students a minute or 
two to read the information on the noticeboard. Elicit 
any unknown words and encourage students to work 
out the meaning from the context. If they fi nd this 
diffi cult, preteach choir (a group of people who sing 
songs together), audition (a test to see if you’re good 
enough to perform) and reception (the entrance hall 
of a building such as a school or offi ce where there 
is someone to welcome you). Allow about three 

Books closed warm-up 
Do a quick revision of classroom vocabulary. Point to various 

familiar objects around the classroom and have students 

call out the words. Alternatively, ask: Where is the board/

rubber/bookcase? and have students point to it and tell you 

using the prepositions of place they learnt in Unit 2, 

e.g. It’s next to the door.

Note
‘What’s cool …?’ means ‘What’s fashionable or trendy …?’.

What’s cool
in school?

minutes for students to complete the task. Then 
check the answers.

Photos 
A shows a school choir practising on a stage. B shows a 

calculator. C shows a students getting their food in a school 

canteen. D shows a bin full of litter. E shows a school 

secretary. F shows a notice for a sports match.

Answers
1 B (calculator) 2 D (bin) 3 E (school secretary) 

4 F (match) 5 A (hall) 6 C (canteen)

Time to read
2 Ask students to look at the photos in the text on 
page 27. Ask: What do the photos show? (students 
singing in a large school choir and one particular 
student, Imran Siddique). Then ask them to read the 
title and say what they think the text is about (a boys’ 
choir). Check they know what information they are 
reading for by asking them to read the rubric. Explain 
that they will need to scan the text in order to fi nd the 
information. Allow students about three minutes to 
read the text quickly and fi nd the answer.

Answer
Message 5

3 Students look through the text to fi nd the right 
words. Go through the example with the class. 
Explain that they need to read the defi nition fi rst and 
decide what part of speech they are looking for, e.g. 
noun, verb, adjective. Explain that when they fi nd the 
word they think is correct, they should substitute it 
with the defi nition and read the sentence again to 
check the sentence makes sense. Ask students to 
read the fi rst paragraph and fi nd two examples of the 
word choir, substituting the word with the defi nition. 
Allow about four or fi ve minutes for students to 
complete the activity, then check the answers.

Examzone
Draw students’ attention to the Examzone box and 
ask a student to read. Explain that if they have to fi nd 

Note
Cricket is a ball game played between two teams of eleven 

people. One team has to hit the ball and score ‘runs’ while 

the other team has to try and stop them by catching the ball. 

It’s a popular game in English-speaking countries.
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specifi c words in a text, they should remember that 
the questions are usually in the order the answers 
appear in the text.

Answers
2 audition 3 join 4 concert 5 solo 6 reaction

4 The aim of this activity is to get students to answer 
comprehension questions about the last paragraph of 
the text. Preteach the phrase over the moon (very 
happy). Remind students to highlight important words 
in the questions and look for synonyms or 
paraphrases in the text. When they fi nd the answer, 
they should highlight it. Allow about two minutes for 
students to do the activity. Check the answers, asking 
students to justify them by reading out the parts of 
the text they have highlighted.

Answers
1  Gareth arranged some rap music for the choir and a solo 

for Imran to sing. 

2 After the concert, Imran felt ‘over the moon’ (very happy).

Summarise
The aim of this activity is to help students develop their 

summarising and paraphrasing skills. Ask students to 

make sentences explaining what people did, using their 

own words. Elicit any extra information about Gareth and 

Imran that they can remember.

3 What’s cool in school?

Answers
Gareth put a message on the noticeboard.

Imran didn’t join the choir.

The choir sang classical music, then they sang modern 

music./The choir didn’t like classical music so they sang 

modern music.

Imran’s friends liked/were into rap music.

Time to talk
5 The aim of this task is to give students the chance 
to talk about what they have just read. Divide the 
class into pairs and ask them to discuss the question. 
Monitor students and encourage them to expand on 
their ideas. Don’t correct any mistakes at this point: 
make a note of common errors to go through with 
the class at the end of the task. Allow about three 
minutes for this activity.

Idea
Ask the class: Do you prefer classical music or rap music? 

Why? and elicit feedback.

Students can watch a clip from Boys don’t 
sing at this point, or at the end of the unit (see 
Students’ Book page 33).

Vocabulary (SB page 28)

School
This section teaches vocabulary related to school and 
clothes. If time is short, these exercises could be set 
for homework.

1 Preteach the word primary school (school for 
children between the ages of fi ve and eleven). 
Allow about four minutes for this activity. Check the 
answers.

Answers
1 secondary 2 subjects 3 timetable 4 playground 

5 break 6 canteen 7 noticeboard

Idea
If you have access to dictionaries, ask students to work with 

a partner using a dictionary to find the definitions of any 

unknown words in Exercise 1. Encourage them to make a 

note of and learn any new words they see for the first time.

Wordzone
Focus students’ attention on the Wordzone box and 
ask a student to read. Explain that compound nouns 
are usually made from two words. Students should 
try and learn the words together. Explain that 
sometimes it is possible to work out the meaning of a 
compound noun by looking at the words separately, 
e.g. blackboard and sometimes it isn’t so easy, 
e.g. timetable. Refer students to the Vocabulary File 
on page 131 for more information.

2 Allow students about a minute to fi nd compound 
nouns in the sentences in Exercise 1 with a partner. 
Check the answers, asking students for a defi nition of 
each compound noun they found.

Homework 
Workbook page 14
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Answers
primary school: the school children go to between the ages 

of 5 and 11

secondary school: the school children go to between the 

ages of 11 and 16

timetable: a list of times and school lessons 

playground: the place where children play at school or in  

the park 

classroom: the place where lessons happen 

noticeboard: a board in a school or office that has notices 

and information on it

blackboard: the board in a classroom that a teacher  

writes on

 Your school subjects

3 Ask one or two students what their three favourite 
school subjects are from the list. Students can then 
find out what the most popular subject is by 
circulating and asking each other: What’s your 
favourite subject? and making a note of the answers 
in their notebooks. Elicit from the class which subject 
they found was the most popular.

4 Students should read through the text first to get 
an understanding of what it’s about, before they try to 
complete any of the gaps. Preteach the words smart 
(neat in appearance), logo (a symbol or picture that 
represents something e.g. a school) and pocket (a 
small bag in your clothes where you can keep things). 
Allow about three minutes for students to choose the 
best answer. Check the answers as a class.

Answers
2 skirt 3 jeans 4 tie 5 jumper 6 trainers 7 blazer

Answers
1 jeans 2 T-shirt 3 sweatshirt 4 trainers

5 Students choose which one of the three words is 
not school uniform. Check the answers.

6 This activity gives students the chance to review 
the vocabulary up to this point in the unit. Explain 
that all of the answers can be found on page 28 of 
their Students’ Book. Allow about two minutes for 
students to find the words, then check the answers.

Answers
2 timetable 3 tie 4 History 5 secondary 6 break

Memory game 
The memory game tasks give students the chance to learn 

vocabulary in a fun and personalised way. They also focus 

students’ attention on specific vocabulary that they have 

difficulty memorising. Divide students into pairs. Explain 

that they should choose a person from this unit to describe 

to their partner. Allow about a minute for each student to 

describe the person and what they are wearing. Monitor 

and check students are using the correct vocabulary.

Time to talk
7 Ask students: Do you have a school uniform? If 
they do, ask them to describe it to you using the 
words from Exercise 4, e.g. We wear a white shirt 
and a blue skirt at my school. If they don’t wear a 
uniform, ask: Do you think wearing a school uniform 
is a good idea? Why?

Grammar (SB pages 29)

Talking about the past
This section teaches the past simple for events that 
started and finished in the past. Students also learn 
irregular past tense verbs and the negative form.

Books closed warm-up 
Write: I was at school yesterday. on the board and ask 

students what tense is used (past simple). Then ask: ‘Was’ 

is the past form of which verb? (be). Explain that we use the 

past simple to talk about events that started and finished 

in the past. Elicit sentences from students about where 

they were yesterday, e.g. I was at my grandparents’ house 

yesterday.

Grammarzone
Go through the Grammarzone box with students, 
checking for understanding. Ask: How do we form the 
past tense of regular verbs? (by adding -ed to the 
base form of the verb). Elicit the past tense forms of 
some common regular verbs and write them on the 
board, e.g. play – played, live – lived, dance – danced, 
work – worked. If students have any problems, refer 
them to the Grammar File on page 137.

1 Explain that students need to complete the 
sentences about Imran’s timetable. Write on the 
board: We had a French lesson this morning. Elicit 
the verb that is used to talk about school lessons and 
exams (have). Go through question 2 as an example. 
Ask students to look at Imran’s timetable, and ask: 
Did Imran have Maths before break? (No). Then refer 
students to point D in the Grammarzone box and elicit 
the answer (didn’t have). Explain that students should 
complete the sentences with either was/wasn’t, 
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3 What’s cool in school?

were/weren’t or had/didn’t have. Allow about three 
minutes for this activity.

Answers
2 had 3 were 4 had 5 had lunch 6 wasn’t 7 weren’t  
8 wasn’t

2 The aim of this activity is to get students to match 
the present and past form of some common regular 
and irregular verbs. Tell students to write the words 
in their notebooks. Allow about two minutes for this 
activity and then check the answers, making sure 
students know which is the present form and which 
is the past form.

Answers
go – went buy – bought have – had put – put 

see – saw wear – wore feel – felt find – found

3 Divide the class into pairs. Explain that students 
should choose a verb from the box and write a 
sentence about what they did yesterday. Their partner 
should reply to that sentence. Allow about a minute 
for this and ask pairs to read out their sentences, 
making sure students have used the correct form of 
the verbs.

4 Ask students to read the diary ignoring the gaps 
for now, and elicit what the text is about. (It’s about 
the school choir from the reading task on page 27.) 
Explain that they need to use the correct form of 
the verbs in the box. Allow about three minutes 
for students to complete the gaps, then check the 
answers.

Answers
2 was 3 saw 4 performed 5 came 6 were 7 cried 8 said  
9 thought 10 did

Time to write
5 Check students’ comprehension by asking for 
example sentences first. Make sure they include the 
word yesterday and that they form the negative 
correctly with didn’t + infinitive. Ask students to do 
this activity for homework. Alternatively, give them a 
short time to write three sentences about their school 
timetable. Then invite them to read out their 
sentences to the rest of the class.

Idea
For students who finish quickly, ask them to write three 

sentences about what they did at the weekend, e.g. I went 

swimming at the weekend.

Homework 
Workbook pages 16 and 17
Grammar and Vocabulary book pages 14 and 15

Listening (SB page 30)

This section expands on the theme of schools. 
Students are introduced to the idea of schools in 
different countries and in strange places.

Get ideas
1 Ask students to look at the photo. Say: Where do 
you think this school is? Accept all their suggestions 
at this point, as they will be listening to find out about 
the school in Exercise 3. Remind students to use 
the present continuous when they are describing 
what is happening in a photo. Then ask: What are the 
students doing? 

Time to listen (Tracks 3.1, 3.2 and 3.3)

2 Tell students they are going to hear four questions 
about a boy’s school. His name is Chen. Ask them to 
read the sentences first to check that they know what 
information to listen for. Play the CD (Track 3.1) then 
check the answers.

Answers
2 Did 3 Were 4 did

Skillzone
Draw students’ attention to the Skillzone box and ask 
a student to read. Explain that they should look for 
visual ‘clues’ before they do a listening activity. 
Photos can help them guess what they will hear. 
Direct students’ attention to the photo in Exercise 1 
and ask: What do you think you will hear in  
Exercise 3? (a description of a school).

3 The aim of this activity is to get students to listen 
for specific information. Remind students that when 
they do multiple-choice activities, they should always 
read the questions and the options before they listen 
so they know what information to listen for. Preteach 
the word roof (the top part of a building) and cave (a 
large hole in a mountain our under the ground). Allow 
students about a minute to read the questions and 
options. Then ask: What is the difference between a 
village, a town and a city? (A village is small, a town 
is quite big and a city is very big with lots of people.) 
Play the CD (Track 3.2). Check the answers, asking 
students to tell you what words they heard on the CD 
that gave them the answer.

Answers
2 C 3 B 4 C 5 B 6 B
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Answers
2 d 3 a 4 b

4 Play the CD (Track 3.3) for students to match the 
questions with the answers. Check the answers, 
asking students to read out both the questions and 
the answers.

5 Ask: Would you like to go to Chen’s school? and 
elicit answers. Encourage students to explain why 
they would or wouldn’t like to go to Chen’s school.

Grammarzone
Go through the Grammarzone box with students, 
checking for understanding. Ask: How do we form 
past simple questions? (by using the past simple of 
the verb ‘be’). Then ask: How do we form short 
answers about the past? (by using was/were or was/
wasn’t ). Explain that for other verbs we use the past 
form of do (did ) + infinitive. Elicit any other time 
phrases students know and write them on the board, 
e.g. last month, last year, three days ago, in 2005. If 
students have any problems, refer them to the 
Grammar File on page 137.

Speaking (SB page 31) (Track 3.4)

This section expands on the theme of schools in 
strange places.

Get ideas
1 Ask students to look at the photo, and ask: How do 
the children get to this school? and elicit any 
suggestions.

2 Explain that students are going to match questions 
and answers about the river school from the photo in 
Exercise 1. Allow about four minutes to match the 
answers with the questions. Don’t check the answers 
at this stage as students will be listening to check 
their answers in the next exercise.

3 Play the CD (Track 3.4) for students to check their 
answers to Exercise 2. Check the answers around the 
class. 

Answers
2 G 3 A 4 C 5 H 6 B 7 F 8 E

Idea
When you have checked answers, ask one or two pairs of 

students to role-play the dialogue between Maddy and Jo.

Time to speak
4 Explain that students are going to work together to 
ask and answer questions.

Reading and Writing  

(SB pages 32 and 33)

Get ideas
1 Ask students: Can you remember your first day at 
school? Did you feel scared? Did you feel excited? to 
elicit how it made them feel.

Find the right words
2 Preteach the word high school (a school for 
students in the USA aged 11–18). Ask students to 
read about Troy’s first day at high school. Give them 
about four minutes to put the things Troy did in the 
correct order. Check the answers, asking students to 
justify them with phrases from the text.

Answers
A 4  B 1 C 5 D 2 E 3

Divide the class into pairs and ask them to decide 
who is Student A and who is Student B. Give them a 
minute to read their instructions, and check they 
understand what to do. Student B should write six 
questions. Refer students back to the list of questions 
and answers from Exercise 2 if they need ideas. 
While they are doing this, Student A should turn to 
page 118 and choose which photograph they want to 
talk about. They should prepare answers using the 
prompts and the information in the coloured box. 

5 Students now change roles and repeat Exercise 4. 
If you have time, ask a few different pairs to role-play 
their conversations for the rest of the class. Allow 
four minutes for students to complete the activity 
orally. Monitor students conversations, checking they 
are asking and answering questions correctly. When 
they have finished, ask students which school they 
would prefer to go to and why.

Useful language
Draw students’ attention to the Useful language box 
and ask a student to read. Explain that this is 
language that they can use when they are asking 
questions about the past.

6 Explain that they are going to work in pairs to say 
how important things are for them at school. Ask 
them to read the list and write 1 for the most 
important thing and 6 for the least important. 
Encourage students to say: We think X is/are very 
important because … . Find out the three things the 
class thinks are the most important based on their 
information.

Homework 
Grammar and Vocabulary book pages 16 and 17
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3 What’s cool in school?

3 The aim of this activity is to elicit words for ordering 
events, which they will need for their story writing in 
Exercise 9. Allow two minutes for this activity then 
check the answers.

Answers
First, Then, After that, Next, After, Before

4 Ask students to look at the photo and say what 
they think the text might be about (a girl’s fi rst day at 
school).

Explain that they should read through the blog fi rst to 
get an understanding of it before they try to complete 
any of the gaps. Allow about three minutes for 
students to read the blog and complete the answers 
with words from Exercise 3. Check the answers 
around the class.

Answers
2 First 3 then 4 Next/Then 5 After 6 Before

Answers
2 b 3 a 4 e 5 c

5 Ask students: What did Troy and Gabriella both like 
about their school? Encourage them to read directly 
from the text to justify their answer.

Answers
the school musical

6 Before students: do this activity, ask them to tell 
you about a typical day at school. Encourage them to 
start by saying: First, we … and to continue their 
descriptions using ordering words from Exercises 3 
and 4, e.g. Next we … . Then give students about two 
minutes to put the activities in order. Check the 
answers.

Plan ahead
7 Tell students to imagine they are going to take part 
in a website competition. Ask a student to read out 
the information from the website and elicit what they 
are going to write about (their fi rst day at secondary 
school). Give students two minutes to tick which 
things from the list A–H they are going to write about. 

Answers
Students should tick: C, E, F, G, H

8 Explain to students that they are going to write 
a story. Ask them to put the things they ticked in 
Exercise 7 in the order they want them to appear 
in their story. It will help students think about 
sequencing events if they look back at the website in 
Exercise 1 and use the order of questions to 
help them. 

Useful language
Explain that this is language that they can use when 
they are ordering events.

Time to write a short story
Skillzone
Remind students that if they are writing about an 
experience that they should make a list of information 
they want to include before they start writing. This 
will help them put the information in the correct 
order.

9 Students now use the information from Exercise 7 
to write a short story about their fi rst day at 
secondary school. Encourage them to use any 
relevant vocabulary from the unit as well as ordering 
words from the Useful language box on page 33. 
Ask them to write about 80 words. When they have 
fi nished, invite students to read out their stories. 
If time is short, set this for homework.

Time to watch Boys don’t sing

10 If students haven’t done so already, they can 
watch a clip from Boys don’t sing, the TV show 
introduced at the beginning of this lesson, and 
do the activities on Students’ Book page 131.

Homework 
Workbook page 19
Grammar and Vocabulary book pages 18 and 19

Idea
Give students the chance to vote on which short story they 

think would win the website competition advertised in 

Exercise 7. Students read out their stories for their class. 

When everyone has read out their stories, students vote for 

the one they liked best. The winner of the competition is the 

person with the most votes.


