
EX
AM
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Time to read
 Read the article on page 27 quickly and decide 

which notice (1–6) in Exercise 1 Imran saw.

 Complete the words. Use the clues to help you. 

1 a large group of people who sing together c _ _ _ _

2 a test to see if you’re good enough to perform

a _ _ _ _ _ _ _

3 to become a member of a group j _ _ _ 

4 a performance by singers or musicians c _ _ _ _ _ _

5 part of a song sung by one person s _ _ _ 

6 something you feel or do after an event

r _ _ _ _ _ _ _

2

3

 Read the last paragraph in the article again. 
Answer these questions.

1 What kind of music did Gareth arrange for the 

choir?

2 How did Imran feel after the concert?

Time to talk
 Do you agree with Imran’s decisions? What do 

you think of Gareth’s actions?

4

5

Summarise
In your own words, make sentences explaining 
what people did.
Gareth / message the choir / classical music
Imran / the choir Imran’s friends / rap music

A C

D E

Spend £3.00 
in the school 
canteen and 
get a free 
drink!

FOR SALE

Calculator, 1 year old

Half price

1
Please put litter in 
the bin provided.

2

6

Under-sixteens 
football 

competition.
Get your entry form from the school secretary in reception.

nder i
3

5

Tickets for the 
international 
cricket match 
are on sale now. 
See Mr Nixon in 
Classroom 3.

4

Get ideas 
 Read this school noticeboard. Match the words 

in bold with the correct picture.
1

B

FIVE-DAY MATCH

PLAY BEGINS 11.00 a.m.

ENGLAND
V

AUSTRALIA

F
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solo a solo is a song you sing alone

Last year, the music teacher, 
Gareth Malone, started a 
school choir. He decided to 
have auditions so he put a 
message on the noticeboard 
near the canteen. Imran saw 
the message, but he didn’t join 
the choir. Why? Because his 
friends didn’t think singing 
was cool.

The new choir practised in the 
hall every week, without 
Imran. The boys didn’t like 
classical music, but Gareth 
found them some modern 
songs and they were happy. 
Even the PE teachers joined in! 
They were so good that they 
won a place at a big concert in 
London, but one special person 
wasn’t in the choir.

Gareth knew that Imran was a 
good singer. One morning he 
looked for Imran in the break. 
Imran’s friends were into rap 
music and Gareth listened to 
them rapping. This gave him 
an idea …

Gareth arranged a special 
piece of music for the choir. 
It included a rap and a solo for 
Imran. The day of the concert 
arrived and the boys travelled 
to London. There were 
thousands of people in the 
audience so they felt a bit 
nervous. It was time for the 
choir to perform. After the 
concert, what was Imran’s 
reaction? ‘I was over the 
moon, 110%!’ At last singing 
was cool!

Imran Siddique goes to 
a secondary school for 
boys, where PE, 
Science and Maths are 
the most popular 
subjects on the 
timetable. Fourteen-
year-old Imran has the 
voice of an angel, but 
singing is not cool, or 
is it?

Coming up … Boys don’t sing DVD clip. See page 131.
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School
 Choose the correct words.

1 Young children go to primary school, older 

children go to second/secondary school.

2 At school we study lots of different 

subjects/objects.

3 You need a timetable/message so you know 

what lesson you have next.

4 You can meet your friends outside in the 

hall/playground.

5 Most schools have break/lunch in the middle 

of the morning.

6 If you’re hungry you can buy some food in 

the canteen/classroom.

7 Teachers and pupils can put messages on 

the noticeboard/blackboard.

1

 Complete the speech bubble with these words. 

blazer jeans jumper skirt tie trainers trousers

 Find the clothes which are not school uniform.

1 skirt trousers jeans

2 shirt T-shirt tie

3 sweatshirt blazer skirt

4 shoes trainers socks

 Write the words for things you fi nd in school. 

1 Students in the UK often wear this 

to school. u _ _ _ _ _ _ 

2 You use this to see what lessons 

you have each day. t _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

3 Boys and girls wear one round their necks. t _ _

4 This subject teaches you about 

the past. H _ _ _ _ _ _

5 This is a type of school for teenagers. s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

6 You can relax between lessons at 

this time. b _ _ _ _

Time to talk
 Do you have a school uniform? Do you think wearing a 

uniform is a good idea? Why/Why not?

4

5

6

7

Memory game
Describe a person from this book. Say what 
he/she is wearing. Your partner guesses who it is.
He’s wearing a grey tie.
Is it Gareth Malone on page 27?
Yes, it is.

 This is my school uniform. Boys wear 
1)  and girls wear a 
2)  . We can’t wear 
3)  or T-shirts. We all wear a 
shirt and 4)  . I hate my tie, 
it’s really uncomfortable!
We don’t have sweatshirts, we have a 
smart school 5)  and black 
socks and shoes. We can wear 
6)  , but only in PE! 
Sometimes we wear a 7)  
(a kind of jacket with the school logo 
on the pocket), but we don’t wear a hat 
or a dress, thank goodness!

Compound nouns are usually 

made from two words.

black + board = blackboard

 Vocabulary File, 

page 131

WO
RD
zo
ne

 How many compound nouns can you fi nd 
in Exercise 1?

Your school subjects

 Which are your top three favourite school 
subjects? Why? Ask your classmates to 
fi nd out the most popular subject in your 
class. 

a Maths 

b PE

c Science

d English

e French

f Art

g History

h Geography

i Computer Studies

2

3
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 Play pairs! Match the present and past forms of 
the verbs.

go bought had put

saw went wear felt

feel found put see

wore buy find have

 With a partner, choose a verb from Exercise 2 and 
make a sentence about what you did yesterday. 

A:  
B:  

 Complete the diary with the correct form of 
these verbs.

be be come cry do 

go perform say see think

Time to write
 Write three sentences about your school 

timetable for yesterday.

2

3

4

5

Talking about the past 

GRAMMARzone
Past simple
A the past simple of be for something that started 

and finished in the past

 One special person wasn’t in the choir. 

B add -ed to form the regular past simple, but be 

careful of spelling changes 

e.g. travel = travelled

 The choir travelled to London.

C some irregular verbs do not use -ed

 Imran saw the message.

D use did/didn’t + infinitive to make negative 

sentences in the past 

 His friends didn’t think that singing was cool.

 Grammar File, page 137

Our school choir 1)  to London 
yesterday. It 2)  brilliant! We 
3)  Trafalgar Square and the 
London Eye. In the evening we 
4)  at the Royal Albert Hall. 
Our parents 5)  to see us. We 
6)  on TV, too! After the 
concert our mums 7)  ! My 
mum 8)  we were fantastic. 
Imran’s mum said, ‘I just 9)  , 
“That’s my baby 
there!”’ It was a bit 
embarrassing, but 
I’m really glad we 
10)  
it! Gareth was 
really proud.

 Read Imran’s timetable and complete the 
sentences.

Time Monday
8.30 a.m. English
9.15 a.m. Geography
10.00 a.m. Geography
10.45 a.m. BREAK
11.00 a.m. French
11.45 a.m. Maths
12.30 a.m. LUNCH
1.30 a.m. Science
2.15 a.m. PE

1 English  the fi rst lesson.

2 Imran  Maths before lunch.

3 There  two Geography lessons.

4 He  French after break.

5 He  in the canteen at one o’clock.

6 Maths  after lunch.

7 There  six lessons in the day.

8 The last lesson  at two o’clock.

1
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 Chen is talking about his school. Listen and 
choose the best answer, A, B or C. 

1 Chen lived in a

A town.

B village.

C city.

2 His school was 

A on a river.

B on a bus.

C inside a mountain.

3 His school had

A six teachers.

B eight teachers.

C nine teachers.

3

Get ideas
 Where do you think this school is? What are the 

students doing?

Time to listen
 Listen to these questions about Chen’s school 

and complete the sentences.

1 Where  your school?

2  you have classrooms?

3  you happy there?

4 What subject  you like best?

1

2

4 The school did not have

A a playground.

B a gym.

C a roof.

5 Chen liked his school because

A the classrooms were big.

B he had long holidays.

C he had many friends.

6 Chen’s favourite subject was

A Science.

B Maths.

C Geography.

 Listen again and match the questions with 
the answers.

1 When did you go to your primary school? 

2 Did you have big classes?

3 When did you play football?

4 Were you happy?

a On Mondays.

b Yes, I was.

c Eight years ago.

d Yes, we did.

 Would you like to go to Chen’s school? 
Why/Why not?

Asking questions about the past

4

5

3.1

3.2

3.3

Sk
ill
zo
ne

GRAMMARzone
Past simple questions
A past simple of be to ask questions about the past

use was/were or wasn’t/weren’t for short answers

 Were you happy there? Yes, I was. No, I wasn’t.

B other verbs use did + infinitive to ask questions in 

the past simple

 Did he go to school in China?

C some past simple questions use time phrases:

last week, two hours ago, etc.

 Did she talk to Chen yesterday?

 Grammar File, page 137
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Get ideas
 How do you think the children get to this school?

 Maddy is talking to Jo about her visit to the river 
school. Match the answers with the questions.

1

2

Time to speak
 Work with a partner. Ask and answer questions.

 Change roles and repeat Exercise 4.

 What do you like about school? With a partner, 
put these things in order of how important they 
are to you (1 = most important). 

4

5

6

3.4

A There was only one class. There 
were twenty-fi ve of us.

B No, we didn’t. We had nowhere to 
play!

C No, there weren’t! There were only 
three!

D I went to a school on a river!

E Yes, it was a nice, friendly school.

F Not always – if the weather was bad 
I felt a bit seasick!

G We went on a boat. The house 
where I stayed was on the river too!

H Yes, we did, but not every day.

1 Which school did you visit? 

2 How did you get to the school?

3 How many children were in your 
class?

4 Were there a lot of teachers?

5 Did you do Science?

6 Did you do sport?

7 Was it good fun?

8 Did you like it?

Useful language
Asking questions about the past

Did you …?

How did you …?

Were you …?

Was/Were there …?

Student A
Look at page 118. Imagine you visited one of these 

schools last week. Prepare to answer questions 

about these things:

Student B
Write six questions to ask your partner about the 

school they visited. Use the questions in Exercise 2 

to help you.

 Listen and check your answers.3
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Find the right words
 Read about Troy’s fi rst day at high school. Put the 

things he did in the correct order.

A went to the library 

B met the other students 1
C had a test

D had a break and played basketball

E went to the canteen

2

 Complete Gabriella’s blog with the words from 
Exercise 3.

4

Troy

My name’s Troy. I go to East High, New Mexico, in 
the USA. I defi nitely remember my fi rst day! It was 
really scary. First, we met all the new students in 
our class. There were so many! Then we had two 
lessons. After that we had a break and some of us 
played football or other sports. I played basketball. 
Next we had Science – it was really hard. Then we 
went to the canteen and had lunch. I talked to 
some students and made friends. After lunch we 
had to do a project in Geography so we went to 
the library. We went back to class and we had a 
test! Before we went home, Mrs Darbus came to 
see us and told us about the school musical. I 
thought that was really cool!

Gabriella

Hi, my name’s Gabriella. I go to the same school as 
Troy. I started 1)  him, but I remember 
my fi rst day. 2)  , I met my teacher and 
3)  we had two Maths lessons. I love 
Maths so that was great! 4)  we had a 
break and I talked to other students. I saw 
someone I knew – Troy. It was nice to see a friend. 
5)  that we had Geography and we 
had a test. I wasn’t very good. And the teacher 
gave us a lot of homework to do. 6)  
we went home Mrs Darbus told us about the 
school musical. I was so happy! I really like my 
school.

Get ideas
 Can you remember your fi rst day at school? How 

did you feel?
1

 Find fi ve words in Troy’s blog that tell you the 
order of events.

3

 What did Troy and Gabriella like about 
their school?

 Think about a typical day at school. Put these 
things in order.
1 First,

2 Next 

3 Then 

4 After (that)

5 Before

a we have lunch.

b we have lessons and 

a break.

c we go home, we do 

sports.

d we have to give our 

names to the teacher.

e we have more 

lessons and maybe 

we do a test.

5

6
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Plan ahead
 You decide to take part in this website 

competition. Which things (A–D) do you 
need to write about?

7

 Put the things you chose in Exercise 7 in the 
order you want them in your story. 

8

Time to write a short story

Useful language
Ordering events
First, … Then …  Before …

Next …  After (that) … Finally, …

We want to know what your fi rst day at 
secondary school was like.

What did you do? Who did you meet? 
What did you like? What didn’t you like?

Write and tell us!

Click the link to do our competition. 

The best story will win tickets to see 
High School Musical.

Sk
ill
zo
ne

A what I did in the morning 

B what my mum did when I was at school

C something I liked

D the fi rst thing I saw 

E something I didn’t like

F what I did in the afternoon

G where I ate lunch

H the fi rst person I met

 Write about your fi rst day at school for the 
competition in Exercise 7. Write about 80 words.

Time to watch Boys don’t sing
 Watch the DVD clip and do the activities on 

page 131.

9

10

33

3 What’s cool in school? | Reading and Writing


