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Get ideas
1 Where can visitors go in your country to enjoy the
environment? What wildlife might they see there?

Time to read
2 Read the holiday brochures and choose the best
answer, A, B, C or D.

Environmentally friendly
holidays, anyone?
You may care for the environment at
home but what happens on holiday?

1 In which place are the animals’ young most at risk?
A 1 B 2 C 3 D 4

1 Turtle protection

2 Which holiday offers an extra excursion?
A 2 B 3 C 4 D 5

Country: Zakynthos, Greece
Departures: anytime, except Sundays
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How this vacation helps
Flying creates dangerous
levels of carbon dioxide (CO2)
which is a greenhouse gas that
contributes to global warming.
You can ‘offset’ this by making a
donation to an environmental
charity.
Your comments
‘These turtles can survive for six
hours under water without
coming up for air.’

3 Which trip focuses on creatures which live in the
ocean?
A 2 B 3 C 4 D 5
4 Which holidays involve unpaid employment?
A 2 and 3 B 1 and 3 C 4 and 5 D 1 and 4
5 Which holidays are only offered at certain times of
the year?
A 2 and 4 B 4 and 5 C 3 and 5 D 1 and 2
6 Which holiday requires an additional fee to be paid?
A 1 B 2 C 3 D 4
7 Which holidays offer extra activities?
A 2 and 4 B 3 and 5 C 1 and 5 D 1 and 2
8 In which place have the animals been saved from an
unnatural environment?
A 1 B 2 C 3 D 4
9 On which holidays did the travellers report new facts
about the animals they’d seen?
A 1 and 3 B 2 and 4 C 3 and 4 D 1 and 5
10 Which holiday provides an opportunity to stay near
local people?
A 1 B 2 C 3 D 4
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2 Watching whales
Countries: Argentina, Patagonia
Departures: various dates
Buenos Aires.
This fourteen-night tour begins in beautiful
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Here we take a boat trip along the coast
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ier.
a penguin reserve and a glac
How this vacation helps
This holiday supports
local conservation
projects. For every person,
we donate $50 to protect
the feeding and breeding
grounds of whales and
penguins.
Your comments
a is unless you’ve
‘You can’t imagine how magical Patagoni
actually been there.’
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3 Elephant conservation
Country: Thailand
This is a working vacation at a wildlife centre. Anyone
can become a volunteer if he/she agrees to assist the
mahouts (elephant carers) with tasks.
Daily tasks
Collect the elephants at 6.30a.m. Take them to look for
food in the forest. Clean the enclosure. Swim with the
elephants in the lake in the afternoon. If volunteers want
to relax after work, they can watch satellite television.
How this vacation helps
If these elephants hadn’t been rescued, they would still be
living on the streets of Bangkok. A rural environment is
much better for them than an urban environment where
there is lots of pollution.
Your comments
‘I loved working with these huge gentle animals.’

4 Gorilla safari

5 Polar bear watching

Countries: Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda
Departures: Aug–Dec, 2–3 departures per month
Extras: gorilla permit £220

Country: Arctic, Canada
Departures: sixty trips between 1 Oct–19 Nov

If you’re lucky, you’ll see lions, elephants and rhinos on this
safari. The highlight of the trip is the opportunity to see
gorillas in the mountain forests. However, you must be in
good health – if a gorilla caught a cold, it would be
extremely harmful for its whole family.
How this vacation helps
There are only about 600 mountain gorillas left in the world
as human activity has reduced the area where they can live.
When you buy a permit, this will pay for the maintenance of
the national park.
Your comments
‘I’ll definitely go back as soon as I have enough money!’

Every October and November groups of polar bears
gather in Hudson Bay. As they are normally solitary
creatures, this is unusual. The bears wait for the ocean
to freeze so they can hunt for seals, so this is the
perfect opportunity to see them.
Extra activities include dogsledding and a night trip to
see the Northern Lights.
How this vacation helps
If the Arctic ice cap melts due to global warming, polar
bears will be in danger. We give a share of our profits
to the Polar Bears Alive charity.
Your comments
‘These awesome bears don’t need water! They get all
the liquid they need from their food.’

3 Find words in the brochures that have the same
meaning as:
1 about (section 1)
5 saved (section 3)
2 squashed (section 1)
6 pass (section 4)
3 provide money for (section 2) 7 come together (section 5)
4 help (section 3)
8 single (section 5)

Summarise

Time to talk

Choose an animal. Describe its environment and say
why it’s in danger.

4 Would you like to go on one of these holidays?
Why/Why not?

The (animal) lives in … It’s in danger because …

Coming up … Eco holidays on DVD. See page 93.
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Vocabulary | It’s your environment 8
The environment
1 Complete the sentences with these words.
accommodation conservation donate maintenance
pollution protect reduce survival volunteer
1 A ......................... is a person who works for no pay.
2 To ......................... is to give money or help to
someone/something.
3 To ......................... is to stop something being
damaged.
4 ......................... is damage caused to air or water by
harmful waste.
5 ......................... is the work necessary to keep
something in good condition.
6 To ......................... is to make an amount smaller.
7 ......................... is the protection of natural things.
8 ......................... is when something continues to exist.
9 ......................... is a place to live or stay.
2 Match the words from the texts on pages 84 and 85
to the meanings below.
1 wilderness
2 glacier
3 rural

4 urban
5 bay
6 ice cap

a
b
c
d

the huge area of ice around the North or South Pole
relating to a town or city
a large mass of ice in a mountain valley
a large, natural area of land which has not been
built on
e relating to the countryside rather than the city
f a part of the sea that is partly enclosed by a curve in
the land
3 Complete the sentences with words from
Exercises 1 and 2.
1 I would prefer to live in a(n) ......................... area
rather than an urban area.
2 On our holiday, the ......................... was in small,
wooden huts.
3 Trafﬁc is a major source of ......................... in our
cities.
4 The Arctic is a huge area of icy ......................... .
5 Endangered animals depend on people for their
......................... .
6 Global warming will ......................... the size of polar
ice caps.
7 I’d love to be a(n) ......................... and I don’t mind
working for no money.
8 There’s a beautiful ......................... near here where
you can go swimming in the summer.
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Want to talk about the
environment? Remember the
words that go together.
wildlife centre

national park

4 Choose the correct alternative to complete the
sentences.
1 The tiger is already a wilderness/an endangered
species.
2 Zoos can help animals survive but it is best if they can
stay in their wildlife/natural habitat.
3 One of the effects of global/international warming is
that polar ice caps are melting.
4 Carbon dioxide is a green/greenhouse gas because it
warms the atmosphere.
5 People/Human activity often damages other species’
natural environment.
6 A plan to help the environment is called a
conservation/reservation project.
7 There are many things to consider if you want an
environmentally-friendly/kind holiday.
8 Rare animals often survive best in wilderness parks/
regions.
9 Feeding/Breeding grounds are areas where wild
animals ﬁnd their food.
10 Self-catering/Self-conﬁdent accommodation is a place
where you provide your own meals.

Memorise
Choose a phrase from Exercise 4. Say the first word to a
partner and ask him/her to say the second word.

8 It’s your environment | Grammar
Conditionals

GRAMMARzone
Zero conditional
a general truth: if/when + present simple + present
simple
When you fly in a plane, you damage the environment.

First conditional
a possible future situation or action: if + present simple
+ will/can
If you’re lucky, you’ll see lions, elephants and rhinos.

2 Complete the sentences with the correct form of
the verbs in brackets.
1 I can’t do my project on pandas unless
I ......................... (ﬁnd) enough information.
2 If you went to China, ......................... (you/visit) a
panda reserve?
3 If you ......................... (give) money to an
environmental charity, you help the environment.
4 There are around 1,000 pandas left, so they will
become extinct unless they ......................... (have) a
conservation project.
5 Pandas ......................... (not/be) endangered if they
had more food to eat.
6 If we ......................... (arrive) earlier, the panda
conservation centre would have been open.
3 Complete the text with these words.

Second conditional
an unlikely future situation or action: if + past simple +
would/could
If a gorilla caught a cold, it would be extremely
harmful for its whole family.
an imaginary or impossible situation in the present
If I could travel, I would visit the rainforests.

Third conditional
for possible events in the past that did not happen:
if + past perfect + would/might have + past participle
If I hadn’t gone on this holiday, I might not have seen
a turtle in the wild.

unless
We sometimes use unless in first conditional sentences.
It means if not.
I will book the holiday unless it is too expensive.
¨ Grammar File, page 170

1 Choose the correct form to complete the sentences.
1 If we go/’ll go to the Arctic next month, we’ll buy lots
of warm clothes.
2 If I see/saw a polar bear, I’d take some photos.
3 If you visit Canada, you can ride/could have ridden on
a dog sledge.
4 If global warming continues, the polar ice caps will/
would melt.
5 If the sea didn’t freeze/hadn’t frozen this year, the
polar bears wouldn’t have gone hunting for seals.
6 When polar bears swim, they don’t feel/didn’t feel
cold as they have thick fur.

couldn’t didn’t do have
unless when wouldn’t

if

Happy feet!
Has a ﬁlm ever changed your life? If Angela Davis hadn’t
seen the ﬁlm Happy Feet, she wouldn’t 1) .........................
become interested in ‘green’ issues. Angela raises hundreds
of pounds a year for an environmental charity. ‘If we all
2) ......................... simple things like save electricity and
recycle stuff, we can reduce global warming,’ explains
Angela. ‘3) ......................... you care about animals, you’ll
save them,’ she adds.
Angela is fascinated by penguins. ‘Did you know that each
penguin has a unique “song”?’ she asks. ‘If penguins
4) ......................... recognise each other’s voices, they wouldn’t
be able to ﬁnd their families because they all look the same!
Penguins are clever in other ways, too. 5) ......................... there
is a snowstorm, penguins huddle together in large groups.
They wouldn’t survive the winter if they 6) ......................... do
this. 7) ......................... we take action to reduce global
warming, the polar ice caps will melt.
Since Happy Feet,
penguins have become
a symbol of climate
change. Angela
believes this is a good
thing. If we didn’t use
photos of cute animals,
we 8) .........................
raise as much money
to help them.’

Time to talk
4 Do you think it’s a good idea to use animals as
symbols of global warming? Why/Why not?
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Listening | It’s your environment 8
Get ideas

Time to listen

1 What’s your environment like? Is it urban or rural?
Describe the areas around your school and home.

Skillzone

2 Which of the following would you like to see
more/less of in your environment? Mark each one
using the scale below.
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4 Listen to people talking in six different situations
and choose the best answer, A, B or C.
1 You hear the beginning of a radio programme. Who is
the presenter going to interview?
A an environmentalist
B a tour guide
C a biologist
2 A man is giving some advice to a group of people.
Where are they?
A on a boat
B in a hotel
C on a beach
3 A teacher is asking her class about transport to
school. What is the girl’s opinion?
A She’s fed up with other kids.
B She thinks more people should walk to school.
C She wants teachers to share their cars.
4 You hear a woman who has been doing volunteer
work for an international organisation. How did she
feel about her trip?
A happy and satisﬁed
B nervous and shy
C amused but tired
5 You hear a girl talking. What is her main reason for
preferring the countryside?
A She thinks the city is boring.
B She thinks the city is too noisy.
C She doesn’t think there are enough animals in
the city.
6 A boy is talking about transport improvements in his
area. What is the main reason why he is pleased
about the changes?
A The new trams are quick and efﬁcient.
B His health has improved.
C The air quality is much better.

3 Read the questions in Exercise 4 and ﬁnd the
words that tell you:
1 what the situation is.
2 what you need to listen for.
88

8 It’s your environment | Speaking
Get ideas

Time to speak

1 Do you get tired of hearing about the environment?
Do you think the environment issue affects you?

5 Your school wants to do more for the environment.
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
these suggestions with a partner.

2 Which of these things do you do to help the
environment? What other things could you do?

AT SCHOOL

Walk to school or
use the bus.
Recycle paper.

AT HOME
Save water.
and the TV.
Remember to switch off the lights

ON HOLIDAY
Don’t drop litter.
Don’t travel by plane.

3 Match the headings (1–6) to the questions (a–f)
in the questionnaire below.

ECO-SCHOOLS
QUESTIONNAIRE
1 Transport 2 Energy 3 Rubbish
4 Recycling 5 Water 6 School grounds

solar-powered heating
a wind turbine to
generate electricity
improve travel options,
e.g. car sharing scheme
add wildlife areas,
e.g. wildlife garden

recycling bins fo
r paper and plast
ic

Useful phrases
Discussing options
I think the most sensible idea is …
There are lots of advantages/disadvantages
…
I see your point. But on the other hand …
I know what you’re saying. But the biggest
problem/
advantage …
You can … and also …
If I could choose one thing, I’d …
I wouldn’t … unless …

a Does your school use low-energy light
bulbs? Does someone switch off the
lights when a classroom is not in use?
b How serious is the problem of litter in
your school? Are enough bins
provided?

6 Discuss with your partner which two suggestions
you think your school should introduce.

c Does your school recycle plastic,
cardboard and paper?
d Is there a cycle rack for people who
want to ride to school?
e Are there many plants in and around
the school?
f Are taps left running?
4 Ask and answer the questions in Exercise 3 with
your partner.
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Use your English | It’s your environment 8
Verb phrases with be

2 Write sentences about you and your friends using
these ideas.

WORDzone

1
2
3
4

Name something you’re really into.
Name something your friend is against.
Is your school for any energy-saving plans?
What is about to happen at your school/in your
classroom?
5 What do you do when school is over?
6 Will you be in or out this evening?

Have you noticed that be is often
followed by prepositions? These
phrases have special new
meanings.
1 Match the phrases (1–8) to the meanings (a–h).
1
2
3
4

be into
be (all) for
be against
be over

5
6
7
8

be about to
be on/off
be in/out
be up to (something)

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h

be ready to start doing something very soon
disagree with something
support an idea or person
have ﬁnished
enjoy a particular activity
be doing something wrong or bad
be/not be at home
be/not be going to happen

3 Read the article and choose the best answer, A, B, C
or D.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

rural
to
a
a
created
kind
reduce
harmed
natural
about
If
with

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

urban
against
an
on
built
friendly
protect
damaged
normal
on
Before
against

C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C

solitary
over
the
in
put
caring
maintain
destroyed
physical
against
As soon as
at

D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D

natural
for
some
the
made
good
survive
reduced
common
into
Until
into

Matamata
D

o you live in a quiet place? My home tow
n is a
small, 1) ......................... place called Mat
amata,
in New Zealand. It’s known for its unpollu
ted air
and beautiful scenery. I’m all 2) ............
............. a peaceful
life, but 3) ......................... few things cha
nged when a
large farm near Matamata was chosen
to be
4) ......................... site of Hobbiton, hom
e of the hobbits
in The Lord of the Rings films. The mov
ie company had
a new road made to reach the remote
set. They also had
thirty-seven ‘hobbit homes’ 5) ............
............. into the
grassy hillside. This style of home is env
ironmentally
6) ......................... because the earth-co
vered walls
and grassy roof 7) ......................... the
amount of heat
they lose.
90

When filming was over, the company was
about to
have the set 8) ......................... so that
they didn’t spoil
this beautiful 9) ......................... habitat.
However,
they received thousands of requests from
fans to visit
Hobbiton, so they changed their minds.
The company
was 10) ......................... leaving the who
le set but agreed
to leave the hobbit homes. Now thousand
s of visitors a
year flock to the site.
11) ......................... you ever visit, rem
ember to get your
photo taken in Frodo’s hobbit home. If
you’re
12) ......................... being green, you cou
ld even get a
hobbit-style home built for yourself!

8 It’s your environment | Use your English
have/get + something done

GRAMMARzone
when someone else does a job for us
Remember to get your photo taken.
have something done and get something done have the
same meaning; have is more formal
I’m having/getting my bike repaired today.
the tenses can change as normal
The movie production company had/got a new
road made.
use by to say who is doing the action
They had the houses made by local builders.
¨ Grammar File, page 170

1 Put the words in the correct order to make sentences.
1 repaired. / They’ve / the log cabin / had
2 get / People / often / installed / on their balconies. /
canopies
3 the lift / We’d like / mended. / to / get
4 white. / I / had / painted / my bedroom walls
5 had / They’ve / planted / some grass / on the roof.
6 Our neighbours / every few weeks. / grass / have /
their / cut
7 don’t / We / our windows / have / often / cleaned.

2 Complete the sentences with the correct form of
have or get and these verbs.
change maintain
recycle take

make

plant

remove

1 They’re going to ......................... twenty trees
......................... in the grounds.
2 We ......................... all the waste paper
......................... yesterday.
3 We ......................... the light bulbs ......................... for
these low-energy ones when they burn out.
4 The station ......................... the litter bins
......................... .
5 We are ......................... the wildlife park
......................... by a new company.
6 The wildlife park is ......................... a new enclosure
......................... .
7 They’ve just ......................... photos ......................... for
the new website.
3 Complete the second sentence so that it has a
similar meaning to the ﬁrst sentence using the
word given.
1 We are going to have a new cycle
GETTING
shed built.
We ......................... cycle shed built..
2 The builders installed a wind turbine on
HAS
Mr Jones’s roof.
Mr Jones ......................... installed on his roof.
3 The school gardens have been redesigned.
HAD
The school ......................... gardens redesigned.
4 The headmaster has found someone to repair
GET
the leaking tap.
The headmaster is going to ......................... .
5 If you don’t put your litter in the bin, you’ll
UNLESS
have to pay a ﬁne.
......................... in the bin, you’ll have to
pay a ﬁne.
6 We wouldn’t change the garden unless it was
IF
good for wildlife.
......................... for wildlife, we wouldn’t change
the garden.
7 A sculptor made this seat for us.
BY
We had this seat ......................... a sculptor.
8 I chose this paint because it’s
WOULDN’T
environmentally friendly.
I ......................... if it hadn’t been
environmentally friendly.

Time to talk
4 Which of the environments in the photos is the
most similar to the one you live in?
5 If you could change one thing where you live, what
would it be?
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Writing | It’s your environment 8
Get ideas
1 What improvements would you make to this block
of ﬂats?

2 Ali wants to help improve his block of ﬂats. Which
of his suggestions do you think would help improve
the environment?
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Find the right words
3 Read a report written by Ali and his friends. Then look at the comments on how to improve the report.
Rewrite each section based on these comments.
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To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

The Residents’ Committee
Ali, Kate, Joanna, Steve
24 February
Improvements to our block of ﬂats

Introduction
We’d like to report on the suggestions we’ve thought of. These would
make our block of ﬂats nicer for kids, so we hope you like our ideas!
Recommendations
1 Firstly, we would like a litter bin in the hall.
2 We suggest arranging some pots of ﬂowers in the hall to make it
look nice and perhaps have some bushes planted to improve the
garden.
3 We recommend getting some wooden seats made for the garden.
4 All the light bulbs could be replaced with energy-saving bulbs. This
would be better for the environment.
5 We are all into skateboarding. How about having a concrete area
made where we can use our skateboards? That would be cool!
6 In addition to this, we would love to have a bike shelter built, as
long as there is enough room for all our bikes.
We are all for making our environment better. If these improvements
were made, we could all be very proud of our block of ﬂats.
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8 It’s your environment | Writing
Plan ahead

Time to write a report

4 In your town they are planning to set up a
conservation area to protect wildlife and plants.
Which area would you suggest for this project?

9 Write your report in 120–180 words. Use the
checklist below and the Skillzone to help you.

5 Choose two of the following suggestions for the
conservation area. Write a sentence explaining
whether you agree or disagree and why.
1 There will be ﬁnes for dropping litter.
2 Everyone has to walk or cycle in this area – no trafﬁc
allowed.
3 Volunteers will be needed to help with the
maintenance of the area.
4 Posters will be made to explain the importance of the
wildlife and plants here.
6 Add two more suggestions of your own. Give
reasons why you think they would be
environmentally friendly.

1 ..................................................
2 ..................................................

7 You have been asked to write a report for the local
council. Which of the following do you need to do?
1
2
3
4
5

list as many ideas as possible
give a few clear ideas
brieﬂy explain your reasons for these ideas
suggest ways of making the area look nicer
include notes on which options may be cheap or
expensive
6 say what you don’t like about the area at the moment

 Use the headings fro
m Exercise 3.
 Remember who your
reader is.
 Deal with one main id
ea in each
paragraph.
 Write polite suggestio
ns in an
impersonal way (use su
verb forms and vocabulaitable
ry).

Skillzone
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Time to watch Eco holidays
10 Watch the DVD and do the activities on page 159.

8 Your report should include the ideas below.
Decide in which order they should appear.
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