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Lesson 1 

Supporting Opinions 
Have students think about exciting dance music and boring dance music. Then have them 

write a few sentences about each kind of music explaining their opinions. 

SAY: You may wish to use one of these models to help you get started: 

_____ is exciting and fun to dance to, because… 

_____ is boring to dance to, because… 

 

 

Lesson 2 

Exposition 
Ask students to write their own definitions for one of the key words. 

SAY: You know the word notes can have more than one meaning. Writing your 

own definition of a word can help you remember it. Write your own definition for 

one of key words. 

 

 

Lesson 3 

Supporting Opinions 
Tell students to write about their favorite song. 

SAY: What is the name of the song? What is the main idea of the song? What are 

the most descriptive parts of the song? Why is it your favorite song? 

 

 

Lesson 4 

Exposition 
Ask students to write sentences in response to the questions below. Have them refer to 

pages 220–221 for support. 

SAY:  

∞ What famous musician can you name? 

∞ What three instruments can you name? 

∞ What kind of instrument is a drum? 

∞ What is your favorite sound? 

∞ What are sound waves in the air called? 
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Lesson 5 

Exposition 
Explain what Evelyn Glennie was doing playing in New York City’s Grand Central 

Station.  

SAY: It sometimes help you remember what you read if you try to explain it to 

another person. Imagine that you are explaining what Evelyn was doing to 

another person. 

 

 

Lesson 6 

Critical Thinking 
Ask students to write about how their lives would change if they lost the use of one of 

their five senses. 

SAY: How would your life be different? What skills would you lose? What new 

skills would you develop? 

 

 

Lesson 7 

Description 
Tell students to close their eyes for five minutes and focus on what that they hear. Next, 

have them write as much as they can about what they remember hearing. 

SAY: You may wish to use this model to help you get started: “When I closed my 

eyes, the first thing I heard was…” 

 

 

Lesson 8 

Critical Thinking 
Have students reread Part 3 on page 227 and write about why they think hearing aids kept 

Evelyn Glennie from being able to perceive sounds with the rest of her body. 

SAY: In the article, we learned that Evelyn stopped wearing hearing aids when 

she was 12 years old. Why do you think hearing aids kept her from hearing 

sounds with her body? 
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Lesson 9 

Creative Writing 
Have students imagine they are performing in a concert. Have them write about what 

might go through their minds as they get ready. 

SAY: Imagine you are going to be in a concert. Would you be nervous? Would 

you be excited? Who might be in the audience? Write about it. 

 

 

Lesson 10 

Exposition 
Ask students to write five sentences using appositives. Tell them to refer to page 230 for 

examples. 

SAY: Here’s an example. Cookie, the smallest puppy, loves to run and play. 

 

 

Lesson 11 

Description 
Have students write about an artistic activity they like or do well. 

SAY: Do you like to play music? Do you enjoy painting or drawing? Do you like 

to look at other people’s art? Write about the art you enjoy. 

 

 

Lesson 12 

Exposition 
 

Tell students to write a sentence using each of the word pairs below. 

∞ code / confidential 

∞ escape / chased 

∞ landmark / Statue of Liberty 

∞ riverbank / cooperated in cleaning 

∞ tracks / tropical rain forest 

SAY: Using new words in sentences can help you remember them. Try to write a 

sentence for each of these word pairs. 
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Lesson 13 

Paraphrasing 
Tell students to write a few lines from a song they know and paraphrase those lines. You 

may wish to have them use pages 234–235 as a model. 

SAY: Do you have a favorite song? Write some of the words to the song, and 

explain what they mean to you. 

 

 

Lesson 14 

Exposition 

Ask students to think of conventions or shortened expressions that they use when they 

send text messages or e-mails to friends. Have students write five examples of such 

conventions or expressions.  

SAY: In what way are these conventions and shortened expressions like a code? 

 

 

Lesson 15 

Exposition 
Have students choose one of the lines from Follow the Drinking Gourd on pages 234–

237. Have them write about what they think the line means. 

1. For the old man is waiting for to carry you to freedom. 

2. Dead trees will show you the way. 

3. The great big river meets the little river. 

4. Follow the drinking gourd. 

 SAY: Choose one of the lines from the verse and explain what you think it means. 

 

 

Lesson 16 

Exposition 
Have students write about a code they might use. 

SAY: Do you have a code you use with your friends? Have you ever heard of pig 

Latin? Write about a code you might use in communicating with your friends. 

Explain why you might use it. 
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Lesson 17 

Critical Thinking 
Have students write inferences based on the information given below. 

1.  information: A boy holding a fishing pole is wearing wet clothes. 

 inference: 

2.  information: A baby is crying and reaching for her bottle of milk. 

 inference: 

3. information: You wake up and the smell food is in the air. 

 inference: 

 SAY: Here is an example: 

 information: The ambulance’s siren is getting louder. 

 inference: The ambulance is getting closer. 

 

 

Lesson 18 

Exposition 
Tell students to reread page 242. Next, have them write two sentences with dependent 

and independent clauses in them, and two sentences with only an independent clause. 

SAY: It is important to be able to tell the difference between independent and 

dependent clauses. Writing examples of each can help you recognize the 

difference. 

 

 

Lesson 19 

Exposition 
Have students make a Venn diagram comparing two kinds of artistic pursuits, choosing 

from the pairs below: 

∞ painting and drawing  

∞ weaving and sewing 

∞ writing a story and writing a play  

∞ dancing freestyle and dancing with a partner 

∞ playing the flute and playing the saxophone 

SAY: Choose one of these pairs or items. Use a Venn Diagram to show ways that 

they are similar and different. 
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Lesson 20 

Exposition 
Have students compare and contrast two of the instruments described in Homemade 

Instruments. 

SAY: Remember that when you compare, you write about how two things are 

similar. When you contrast, you write about how they are different. 

 

 

Lesson 21 

Description 
Have students describe one of the kazoos on page 247. 

SAY: Imagine that your friend has never heard of a kazoo. Write a note to 

explain what one is to him or her. 

 

 

Lesson 22 

Exposition 
Have students explain how to make jingle bracelets. 

SAY: Pretend you are going to show a friend how to make jingle bracelets. Write 

about the steps you would take. 

 

 

Lesson 23 

Exposition 
Tell students to write sentences comparing and contrasting the sounds produced by a flute 

and the sounds produced by a saxophone. 

SAY: How are the sounds similar? How are they different? 

 

 

Lesson 24 

Exposition 
Ask students to write sentences comparing and contrasting the way it feels and sounds to 

beat on a tabletop with chopsticks and to beat on a drum with drumsticks. 

SAY: Remember that when you compare, you write about how two things are 

similar. When you contrast, you write about how they are different. 
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Lesson 25 

Creative Writing 
Have students look at the photo on page 254. Have students write a letter to the person in 

the picture, asking him to explain what he is doing. 

SAY: What instrument do you think the man in the photo is playing? Write a 

letter to him asking him about it. 

 

 

Lesson 26 

Description 
Have students write a list of adjectives to describe something in the classroom. 

SAY: Choose an object in the classroom. Write a list of adjectives to describe 

that object. 

 

 

Lesson 27 

Description 
Have students write a description of one of the objects in the classroom. 

SAY: When you write a description, you tell another person what that object 

looks like, feels, like, sounds like, and smells like. 

 

 

Lesson 28 

Exposition 
Have students describe how they might make the sound of people running. 

SAY: You can make sound effects with many different things. What would you use 

to make the sound of people running? 
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Lesson 29 

Exposition 
Tell students to reread page 259 and answer the question below. 

SAY: Why do you think Mr. Parker says, “All the horses back to the barn?” 

 

 

Lesson 30 

Supporting Opinions 
Have students think about how they feel about working with their classmates on a 

project. Then have them write five sentences about their feelings. 

SAY: What project or assignment required cooperation with others? Did you like 

doing the project with other people? Why or why not? 

 

 


