
E-Pals International

Chi-young Park was born in the port city of Busan,
Korea but she grew up in Seoul with her grandparents,
mother, father, brother, and sister. Chi-young wanted to 

be a musician until last year, but now she wants to
be a computer engineer like her father. She spends 
a lot of time at her computer, sending messages 
to Alberto and other e-pals around the world.
Chi-young loves dancing, music, and her mother’s
delicious moon cakes!

The Magazine for Electronic Pen Pals Around the World

IN THIS ISSUE:

Focus on Our 

Readers

Today’s E-Joke

Student: Teacher, would
you please e-mail
my exam results
to my parents?

Teacher: But your parents
don’t have a 
computer.

Student: Exactly!

Chi-young Park

Chi-young sent Alberto an 
e-mail at 7:00 A.M. on Tuesday, but

Alberto got it at 5:00 P.M. on Monday,
the day before she sent it! How is 

this possible?
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Alberto Valenzuela was born in
Guadalajara, Mexico. He lives there with his
uncle, aunt, and three cousins. Right now,
Alberto thinks he wants to be an art 
teacher, like his aunt Dolores. He loves to
play soccer and draw pictures of his family
and friends. At school,
Alberto’s favorite subject
is computer science.
That’s when he gets to
write e-mail and find 
out all the news from 
Chi-young and his other
pen pals around the world.

Alberto 
Valenzuela www.epals.com

www.iecc.org

www.ipfs.org  

Visit these websites 
with your teacher Be an 

Electronic 
Pen Pal!
Make new friends all over the world.

Learn a new language!
English Spanish Korean Esperanto

mom mamá umma patrino
dad papá appa patro
brother hermano hyung frato
sister hermana nunah fratino

This is me!

Alberto
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Fifth-grade Students Learn TV Production
The Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) helped over
600 lucky fifth and sixth graders learn all about the basics
of producing television programs. Students from nine
schools visited the Osaka TV station to learn how to
operate cameras, lights, and sound equipment. Students
also wrote scripts and produced their own videos about
their school districts. The videos show news programs
about local school and community events. Some of the

children acted as newscasters, others as floor
directors, and others as technicians. They all
enjoyed the experience and learned a lot.
Check your local TV station to see if there 
are programs for you!

A couch potato
watches too much TV.

TVTalk The Magazine All About TV

Are YOU a Couch Potato?
Send us your answers and find out. 

1. How many hours do you watch TV each week?

2. How often do you say no to friends to stay 
home and watch your favorite programs?

3. How often do you eat your meals with the TV on?

4. How often do you fall asleep with the TV on?

5. How often do you turn on the TV right after 
you get home from school? A couch potato watches 

too much TV.

Our
Readers
Report
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Take the TV Challenge! 
Are You Joking?

Q:
How can I get on TV?

A:
Sit on the TV set!
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Complete the puzzle with 
TV-related words. 

Inside your TV is a
special “gun” that
“shoots” a constant
stream of electrically
charged particles like
bullets. When the
particles hit the TV
screen, they make it
glow. The TV 
picture is made up 
of many thousands 
of glowing dots.

Each gun hits the
right red, blue, or
green dot and
makes it glow.

Small holes in a mask 
guide each gun’s “bullets”
so that they can only hit
the correct color dot on 
the TV screen.

Three guns 
create colors—
red, blue, and
green.

The 
Science
Corner

The 
Science
Corner

Satellite Dish 
or Cable?

MONTH!
NEXT

How Do Televisions Work?
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The Shopper’s Stall Presents . . .
a  short story by our reader Graciela Hernandez

The Shopper’s Stall
the magazine all about shopping

After Hours
Grace stood by the door of the dressing room

holding a pile of clothes. “I don’t believe this!” she
finally said out loud. The store was closed. How long
was she trying on clothes in the dressing room this
afternoon?  What time was it now? Why didn’t anyone
find her?

She left the clothes on a counter and then checked
her backpack. Her cell phone was not inside. Grace
walked to a pay phone near the store entrance, but it
was out of order. Then she sighed and looked around
her. The store was quiet and empty. 

Hey, she thought suddenly. This doesn’t have to be
a bad thing. Someone will find me. Until they do, the
whole store is mine. I can try on all the clothes I want! 

Grace went upstairs where the most expensive
clothes were sold. She smiled as she saw the rows of
designer jeans, dresses, and leather jackets.

Then, all of a sudden, she heard the sound of
breaking glass on the first floor. Was someone in
the store? Grace hid behind a row of coats. She 
almost screamed as every light in the store 
went out.

continued in next week’s issue . . .

Is it more fun
to be in a store 
when it is open 

or closed?

Read and 
decide!
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This week we asked 100 ten– and 
eleven-year-old kids what they 
enjoy shopping for.

Q:What did the tie say 
to the hat?

A: You take off, and I’ll 
hang around.

Joke of
the Week

Laugh It Up!

Flashing Light Jewelry

Do you want people to notice you? Then you might want to buy earrings, 
necklaces, or rings that light up and flash on and off! 

How is this possible? It’s all due to a phenomenon called electrolumines-
cence, but you don’t have to be a scientist to understand it. All you need to
know is that small batteries provide the energy needed to make the jewelry
light up and blink on and off. Wear this fashionable jewelry to parties, or even
every day. We promise you will amaze your friends!

Spotlight On:

clothes jewelry music shoes sports
equipment

video
games

35

30

25

20

15

10

5

0

25%

35%

10% 10%

15%

5%

100 QUESTIONS 
and 

100 ANSWERS

I forgot my money. 
I am so dumb!

         



Our Readers Write UsOur Readers Write Us

Tips for a Great Trip!
Take some books, magazines, and video
games for those long waits.

Take bottled water and some snacks.

Take extra film for your camera.

Keep photocopies of your travel papers in
two different places.

Travel Tales
Magazine 

NEXT MONTHMy best travelexperience

Tips for a Great Trip!

Travel Tales
Magazine 

Paul’s souvenir

My Worst Travel Experience
by Paul Roberts

Last year my parents decided to take my brother Billy 

and me to a real cowboy ranch for our vacation.  I was happy 

and excited. Soon after I got to the ranch, I went out to 

see the beautiful horses. I really wanted to learn to ride 

a horse, and so I climbed on one right away when no one was 

looking. While I was sitting in the saddle, the horse started 

moving! I didn’t know how to stop it. I held on tightly as the

horse began to run. It was so scary! We were running through 

a field of cactus when the horse saw a snake on the ground. 

The horse jumped back, and I fell off—right into a big bunch 

of cactus! I spent hours pulling out cactus thorns.  That was 

the worst experience I ever had! But at least I got a puppy!
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Murphy’s Law

Q: How should you dress Q: Is the weather always nice 
on a cold and snowy day? in Mexico?

A: Very quickly! A: Yes, it’s never Chile.
sent in by G. Brandreth sent in by E. Jones

Our Readers’ Jokes

When you run into trouble as you travel, you are 
obeying Murphy’s Law! Murphy’s Law says:

If anything can go wrong, it will.

When everything goes wrong at school or even on vacation, 
you know that Murphy’s Law is at work. And who is Murphy?
Edward A. Murphy worked with engineers on many projects. 
He always planned ahead and tried to think of all the problems
that could happen. One day, while he was working, he made a
comment about one of his workers, “If there is any way to do it
wrong, he will find it.” A manager on the project wrote down
Murphy’s idea and called it Murphy’s Law. Now there are 
many sets of “Murphy’s Laws” for different circumstances.

Here are some Murphy’s Laws about travel . . .
• If the airline loses only one suitcase, it will be yours.
• If you get sick only once a year, it will be during 

your vacation.
. . . and here are some Murphy’s Laws about school.
• When you’re late for school, you’ll meet the principal in 

the hall.
• The test that doesn’t count is the one you got the best 

grade on.
Can you think of any other Murphy’s Laws? 

Unscramble the sentence:
anything/you/When/are/to/happens/for/happen/prepared/nothing

Did you 

know

?
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How do you feel when you see an
oil spill reported on television?
Miro Keil, an eleven-year-old
German boy, felt bad. After
watching a big oil spill on the
news, Miro came up with the idea
to use liquid nitrogen to freeze the
oil. He researched the subject and
did experiments. Then he entered
his idea in a science competition
and won first prize. The judges
thought Miro’s solution was great.
They told Miro to patent the idea!
Who knows? Scientists may use
Miro’s idea to clean up the next oil
spill disaster. Good job, Miro!

Eleven-Year-Old Boy May Have the Solution!

The Magazine for
Creative Kids

Sonia Kumar’s invention

a homework machine

a pet feeder

a bike washer

a map maker 

GUESS WHAT THIS IS!

82710_BPK_SB5_UN7_qxcf  1/29/04  8:51 PM  Page 80



Popsicles are those frozen treats on 
a stick that we all love. An 11-year-old
named Frank Epperson invented the 
popsicle by accident in 1905. One 
cold night, he left a fruit drink outside.
The drink had a spoon in it. The 
liquid froze, and in the morning he 
had a new treat. In 1923, Epperson
got a patent on his invention. Now, 
we enjoy popsicles that are made 
of fruit juice, cream, and chocolate.

A Happy Accident
A Delicious Discovery Becomes a Patented Invention

It’s a machine to
keep crocodiles

away.
What in the

world is that?

But there are no
crocodiles around

here!

I know. It works!

UNSCRAMBLE THE QUOTATION

INVENTION / NECESSITY / THE / IS / OF / MOTHER

—George Farquhar (1678-1707)

Coming 

Next Month

Ten Things You 

Can Do with 

Tin Cans
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Make Delicious 
Ice Cream at 

Home!

W
hen you want the job done right, do it yourself!

Happy 

Birthday, 

Mom
Guess who

wrapped the 

present?
You did it 

yourself!

How did you know?

2. All the ingredients
are placed in a
small coffee can.
The top of the can 
is taped shut so
nothing can spill.

4. The large can is
rolled back and
forth for 15 minutes. 

6. Finally, the ice is
poured out and the
small can is opened.
Serve the fresh
homemade ice
cream right away! 

5. The large can is opened
and the ice is poured out.
The small can is opened
and the cream mix is
stirred. Then the 
whole process is 
repeated again.

3. The small can is put
inside a larger can
with ice and one cup
of salt. The top of
the larger can is 
also taped shut so
nothing spills.

1. You need 2 cups
of cream, 1 egg,
1/2 cup of sugar,
and 1 teaspoon 
of vanilla. 
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How do they get the stripes
into striped toothpaste?

1. A small slotted tube is
placed in the opening of 
a larger tube.

2. The long part of the tube 
is filled from the back with 
white paste.

3. The small tube is filled 
with colored paste.

4. The tube is squeezed and 
pressure is applied to the 
white paste.

5. Pressure is applied on the 
colored paste by the 
white paste.

6. As the white paste comes
out of the tube, the 
colored paste is forced 
onto the white paste
through the slots.

Did You Ever Wonder?

WORD PUZZLE
Why should we give you the words? Find 11 more products yourself! 

white paste
slotted tube

blue paste

Make Your Own Toothpaste
✓ It tastes as good as the toothpaste you buy 

at the store!
✓ It isn’t as expensive as commercial toothpaste!

✓ Here’s how to make it!6 teaspoons baking soda 4 teaspoons glycerin
1/3 teaspoon salt

15 drops peppermint extract
Mix ingredients well to the consistency of toothpaste. 

Store in a container. Your mouth will feel very fresh!
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