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U N I T

40 Adjectives and Adverbs

Illustration

Pre-reading Questions
Have the students look at the cartoon. Ask these questions:

What is the man doing? (Looking at apartment ads in the
newspaper/Looking for an apartment/Circling an apartment ad.) 
Who is the woman? (The apartment owner/landlord.) 
How is the apartment? (Very small and hot.) 

Culture Notes
Ads for apartments sometimes exaggerate the apartment’s good points or try
to disguise its bad points. Words like “cozy,” “cute,” and “charming” can mean
very small. “Needs loving care” often means the apartment needs a lot of work
to make it livable. “Near public transportation” might mean that a loud train
runs right near the apartment. In the cartoon, “warm” means “very hot”
instead of “friendly and comfortable.”

Have students read the cartoon and do the Check Point. Check their answers.

Grammar Point Focus
Have the students look at the cartoon. Ask:

Which words describe how something is? (Warm and cozy.)
What do they describe? (The apartment.)
Which word says how something is done? (Perfectly.)
Which word does perfectly describe? (Describe.)

Charts
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Notes
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Exercises
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Optional Communication Activity
Have the students work in small groups to brainstorm adjectives and adjective
+ adverb combinations that describe their school or classroom. Then have them
compare ideas with the whole class. Put (or have students put) some of their
descriptions on the board.
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EXAMPLES:

The classrooms are extremely quiet.
The halls are very narrow.
etc.

Alternatively, bring in, or have students bring in, some apartment ads. Have
students work in pairs to discuss the ads. If the ads are not in English, have
the students translate them and then discuss them. Students should try to
agree upon a place to look at.

Optional Writing Activity

Ask students to write a “for rent” notice for the apartment, dormitory room, or
home they are living in (they can use real information or their imagination.)
They can use the ad in Exercise 1 on page 174 as an example.



87Unit 41 �

U N I T

41 Participial Adjectives

Illustration

Culture Notes
Many people in countries like the United States try to meet other people
through personal ads. These ads can be in newspapers, magazines, or, as in
this illustration, online. In personal ads, for safety and privacy reasons, people
usually do not at first use their real names. In online ads, they use a screen
name (in this case it is the woman’s email address.)

Pre-reading Questions
Have students look at the illustration. (They will also need to skim the top
part of the ad to answer the pre-reading questions.) Ask these questions:

What is this? (A personal ad.) 
Where can you find it? (Online.)
Look at the top part of the ad. How old is the woman in the photo? (20.)
Where does she live? (Miami, Florida.)
What is she looking for? (New friends.)

Have students read the entire ad and do the Check Point. Check their
answers.

Grammar Point Focus
Have students look at the words in bold type in the body of the ad. Ask:

How many kinds of participial adjectives are there? (Two.)
What letters do they end in? (–ed and –ing.)

Charts
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Notes
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Exercises
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)
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Optional Communication Activity
Have students work in pairs. They should ask each other to recommend a
movie/video/book/CD. Remind them to use participial adjectives.

EXAMPLE:

A: Can you recommend a good video to rent?
B: Sure. What types of movies are you interested in?
A: Something exciting but not too frightening.

etc.

Optional Writing Activity
Ask students to write a paragraph about the first time they met someone they
know. What qualities did they notice about the person? How did they feel about
him or her? Has their opinion changed? Remind them to use some participial
adjectives. They can use look at Appendix 11 on page 339 for a list.

EXAMPLE:

When I first met my roommate I thought she was very quiet and I didn’t
feel relaxed with her. But when I got to know her better, I was pleased to
discover . . .
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U N I T

42 Adjectives and Adverbs:

Equatives

Illustration

Culture Notes
This is an ad for mountain bikes. Mountain bikes became very popular in the
United States and other countries in the late 1980s. They are strong bikes with
many gears (to control the power and speed as the road changes), large wheels,
and powerful brakes. They are especially good for use on rough and hilly
ground, although many people use them on city streets. Notice that the riders
in the ad are wearing helmets to protect their heads. This is becoming more
and more common even when people ride regular bikes.

Pre-reading Questions
Have students look at the illustration. Ask these questions:

What is this? (An ad.)
What is the ad for? (Bikes/Mountain bikes.)
Are the bikes exactly the same? (No.)
What is one difference between his and her bike? (Her bike has smaller
handlebars.)

Have students read the ad and do the Check Point. Check their answers.

Grammar Point Focus
Have students look at the words in bold type in the ad. Ask:

Which words are adjectives? (Wide and long.) 
Which words are adverbs? (Fast and well.)

Charts
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Notes
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Exercises
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)
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Background Notes for Exercise 3
This chart is typical of ones found in consumer reports which rate and com-
pare similar products, often using symbols. Before having the students do the
exercise, check that they understand the meaning of the symbols. Ask:

Which bike is best in comfort? (The Huff.)
Which two bikes are the same in comfort? (The Trax and the Gordo.)
Which bike is worst in braking speed on dry ground? (The Gordo.) 

Optional Communication Activity
Bring in ads (or have students bring in ads) for similar products. Have stu-
dents work in small groups. Their task is to discuss the products and decide
which one to buy. Alternatively, they can use the chart in Exercise 3 on page
183.

EXAMPLE:

A: I think we should get the Gordo. It isn’t as expensive as the other two.
B: But it isn’t as safe. It doesn’t brake as well as the others.

etc.

Optional Writing Activity
Ask students to write a paragraph comparing two items of their choice (such
as cars, computers, electric blenders, coats, couches, or toaster ovens). Remind
them to use equatives.

EXAMPLE:

I just bought a new computer. It isn’t as large as my old one, but . . .
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43 Adjectives: Comparatives

llustration

Pre-reading Questions
Have students look at the cartoon. Ask these questions:

What is Pete’s Place? (A restaurant.)
What is the couple doing? (Reading a sign.)
How do they look? (Unhappy.)

Have the students read the cartoon and do the Check Point. Check their
answers.

Grammar Point Focus
Have students look at the words in bold type in the sign. Ask:

How many comparatives are there? (Four.)
What are they? (Bigger, lower, better, longer.)
Which form is irregular? (Better.)
What adjective is better the comparative of? (Good.)

Charts
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Notes
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Exercises
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Culture Note for Exercise 1
Luigi’s restaurant advertises an early-bird special. This is available in some
cities in the United States. It is a meal that is cheaper if ordered before a
certain time. Often you can only choose from among a limited number of
dishes. The name early-bird special comes from the saying “The early bird
catches the worm,” which means that someone who does things before other
people will have success. Early-bird specials are usually offered in restaurants
that are not very formal or expensive. In some large cities in the United States,
such as New York, more formal restaurants sometimes have similar offers, but
call them “pre-theater dinners.”



92 Grammar Express Teacher’s Manual

Optional Communication Activity
Have students work in pairs. Tell them to look at the two restaurant ads in
Exercise 1 on page 186. Alternatively, choose two restaurants that your stu-
dents are familiar with, or bring in real newspaper ads or menus. Ask students
to try to agree on a restaurant to eat at together. Remind them to use the com-
parative in their discussions. At the end, have the pairs share their choice with
the rest of the class to decide which restaurant is more popular among the stu-
dents and why.

EXAMPLE:

A: Let’s eat at Luigi’s. It’s probably cheaper than Antonio’s.
B: But Antonio’s sounds nicer.

etc.

Optional Writing Activity
Ask students to write a review of a place that serves food (a restaurant, cafete-
ria, pizza place, snack bar, or someone’s home). They should compare it to
another place that also serves food. Remind them to use comparatives in their
review.

EXAMPLE:

I love pizza. Both Joe’s and Stromboli’s serve pizza. The pizza at Joe’s is
cheaper than the pizza at Stromboli’s, but . . .
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44 Adjectives: Superlatives

Illustration

Pre-reading Questions
Have students look at the illustration. Ask these questions:

What is this? (A card/greeting card.)
What kind of card is it? (Romantic/Valentine’s Day.)
Who do you think people send this kind of card to?
(Husbands/Wives/Girlfriends/Boyfriends.)

Culture Notes
Many people send greeting cards throughout the year. Apart from Valentine’s
Day cards (the card in the illustration), people in the United States buy and
send cards on occasions such as birthday’s, wedding anniversaries, religious
holidays (Christmas, Hanukkah, Easter), Thanksgiving (third Thursday in
November), Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, graduations, hospital stays, births, and
deaths.

Ask students on which occasions, if any, people in their cultures send cards.

Have students read the card. Point out that the text in the inset is found on
the inside of the card. Have students do the Check Point and check their
answers.

Grammar Point Focus
Ask students to look at the Valentine’s Day card. Ask:

How many superlative forms of the adjective are there? (Four.)
What are they? (The loveliest, most original, most vibrant, most exciting.)

Charts
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Notes
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Exercises
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)
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Culture Note for Exercise 1
In the United States, Mother’s Day is on the second Sunday in May. (In
Britain it is on the fourth Sunday in Lent, the 40-day period before Easter.)
People give cards and often presents to their mothers to express their love and
appreciation. In addition, mothers are often taken out to lunch or dinner.
Young children often make their own cards, as in Exercise 1. Father’s Day is
on the third Sunday in June (in both the United States and Britain). As with
Mother’s Day, people give cards and presents to their fathers.

Ask students if, when, and how these days are celebrated in their cultures.

Culture Note for Exercise 4
Ramadan is a holy month in the Islamic religion. During this time Muslims
do not eat or drink from dawn until sunset. After sunset they have a light meal
and then engage in prayer. The holiday falls at different times of the year
because the Islamic calendar is based on the moon. Ramadan celebrates the
time that the prophet Muhammad received the first of the revelations that
make up the Koran (holy book of Islam.)

(Source: Charles J. Adams, “Ramadan,” World Book Online Americas Edition,
http://www.aolsvc.worldbook.aol.com)

Optional Communication Activity
Have students work in pairs. Ask them to discuss gifts they have received.
Which was the most wonderful? The most surprising? The most unusual? The
funniest? The worst? The most/least practical?

EXAMPLES:

A: Once my boyfriend gave me a bathroom scale. At the time I thought it
was the worst gift in the world. Today I think it was the funniest.

B: I once got a broom. That was definitely the worst gift.
etc.

Optional Writing Activity
Ask students to write about a holiday or other occasion that they celebrate.
What are some of the best things about this occasion? The most interesting?
The most difficult? The least fun?

EXAMPLE:

I really like celebrating birthdays because I think they are the most sig-
nificant day in a person’s life. However, sometimes choosing the correct
gift can be the most difficult thing in the world for me . . .
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45 Adverbs: Comparatives and
Superlatives

Illustration

Background Notes
Basketball is a very popular sport in the United States, where it is played
both on an amateur (high school and college/university) and professional level.
The photograph shows professional players Michael Jordan (on the left) and
Kobe Bryant (on the right). Jordan, who played for the Chicago Bulls and
then returned from retirement to play with the Washington Wizards, and
Bryant, who plays for the Los Angeles Lakers, are considered two of the best
players in the sport.

Pre-reading Questions
Have students look at the illustration. Ask these questions:

What sport is this? (Basketball.)
Do you recognize the players? (They are Michael Jordan on the left and
Kobe Bryant on the right.)
What is the man in the crowd doing? (Reporting the game.)
What is the woman in the crowd doing? (Cheering/Shouting.)

Have students read the cartoon and do the Check Point. Check their answers.

Grammar Point Focus
Have students look at the words in bold type in the cartoon speech bubbles.
Ask:

Are there any examples of comparative adverbs? (Yes.)
What are they? (More, harder, better.)
Is more regular or irregular? (Irregular—It’s the comparative of much or a
lot of.)
Is harder regular or irregular? (Regular.)
Is better regular or irregular? (Irregular—It’s the comparative of well.)
Are there any examples of superlative adverbs in the speech bubbles?
(No.)

Charts
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Notes
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)
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Exercises
(See General Procedures and Suggestions)

Optional Communication Activity
Brainstorm with the class the names of three people who have the same pro-
fession. They can be, for example, athletes, actors, singers, musicians, dancers,
politicians, or teachers. Put the names on the board. Have students work in
pairs comparing the three people. Then have the pairs share their answers
with the rest of the class. Do most of the students agree?

EXAMPLES:

The Three Tenors: Luciano Pavarotti; José Carreras; Placido Domingo
A: I think Pavarotti sings more beautifully than Carreras.
B: I think Domingo sings the most beautifully of all three and acts the

best too.
etc.

Optional Writing Activity
Ask students to write a paragraph comparing two or three sports figures. They
can choose people they know or famous athletes.

EXAMPLE:

My friends Paulo and Nick are both good soccer players, but they have
different styles. Nick plays more aggressively than Paulo, but Paulo runs
faster and . . .


