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Encouraging students to write is often a challenge, but engaging students in that
writing is even more difficult.  For many students, both ESL learners and native speakers,
the language of the academic English essay seems to be perpetually spoken in a foreign
tongue and its translations, while numerous, are often unsuccessful.

Mary Fitzpatrick’s Engaging Writing, however, successfully translates paragraphs
and essays into manageable pieces for high level developmental college writers as well
as second language learners.  What distinguishes Fitzpatrick’s text from the countless
writing texts on the market today is that she engages students in writing by engaging stu-
dents in reading.  Each of the nine chapters in Engaging Writing begins with a profes-
sional piece of “Reading For Writing.”  In addition to professional pieces, each chapter
includes paragraphs and essays by student writers.  These student examples often repre-
sent responses to tasks and writing prompts readers are asked to complete.  Because the
“hows” of writing are often as mysterious as the “hows” of magic, many students
become frustrated, feeling they have been denied the magician’s secrets.  By including
many sample essays, Fitzpatrick invites students behind the curtain, encouraging them to
understand the ins and outs of writing.

Another important component of this text is that its design encourages students to
understand writing as a process.  Each chapter asks students to answer questions per-
taining to the “Reading For Writing” section.  Students are then given step by step
instructions and prompts to ease them into the drafting stage.  The early portion of the
text starts where opening instruction should commence – at the beginning.  Students
learn to prewrite, draft topic sentences and paragraphs, and then combine those steps
to draft full essays.  The “Review and Revise” exercises, which appear several times
throughout each chapter, encourage students to return to their drafts at several stages of
the writing process.  These review sections are particularly useful because they not only
ask students to revise, but also guide students in the revision process.  By pointing out
specific areas of content for students to revisit in their work, Engaging Writing once
again alleviates some of the mysteries of writing by not simply asking students to revise
but by showing students how to revise.



The division of Engaging Writing is another strong feature of this text.  Each of
the nine chapters focuses on a rhetorical mode.  Description, narration, exposition, divi-
sion, cause/effect, compare/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation are
all explored in the context of stories and issues relevant to students.  Topics such as
changes, memory and learning, and culture and identity correspond with the rhetorical
modes examined in each chapter.  Students read and evaluate work pertaining to those
topics and modes, and work on applying those strategies to their own writing.    

What sets this text apart from other texts of its kind is that Engaging Writing
includes and highlights what many others exclude or simply brush over.  As stated previ-
ously, this text clearly creates a connection between reading and writing through its
“Reading For Writing” sections at the beginning of each chapter.  This text also main-
tains a consistent focus on grammar by interweaving “Language Focus” sections
throughout.  Because Engaging Writing does not relegate grammar instruction to the
back of the text, the text highlights the inextricable role grammar plays in all stages of
the writing process.     

While certain aspects of Engaging Writing would be useful to both beginning
and advanced writers, the text as a whole is geared to the novice writer.  Several of the
reading excerpts as well as some assignments seem somewhat elementary for more
advanced writers.  However, several exercises related to prewriting and revision could
be incorporated into any writing course.  

Overall, Engaging Writing is a user-friendly text that is accessible to both students
and instructors.  This text would be most useful and most appealing to instructors focus-
ing on writing as a process and would be a useful guide for students in most levels of
developmental writing. 
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