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GRAMMAR / Gerunds and Infinitives

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TEACHER

This exercise is a supplement to the exercises of In Charge 1, Unit 4, pages 46 to 49.

1. Distribute a copy of the Student Worksheet to your students. Explain to them that
they will read a list of pointers for mediators on how to listen when mediating a
conflict. Discuss with students the possible job duties of a mediator. (You can refer
students to http://www.mediate.com/articles/ahrens1.cfm for an amusing and brief
article on the duties of a mediator.) On the worksheet, the students will be required to
fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

2. As students finish the worksheet, have them work in pairs to compare answers and
discuss their choices.

3. Alternatively, have students do the worksheet in pairs, discussing their choices as
they go along. Have them join with another pair to compare answers.

4. Discuss the answers together.

5. Note that an answer key is provided for the Student Worksheet.

Optional:

Separate your students in pairs or groups and tell them to imagine they are in an argument
with someone they care about. Ask them to discuss which of the pointers they think
would be easy to follow and which would be difficult, and why.

For practice with gerunds and infinitives, have your students identify the following in the
list of pointers. Write the list on the board and have students work individually, checking
their answers in pairs or as a class once they finish.

 Gerunds as the subject
 Gerunds as the object of verbs
 Gerunds as the objects of prepositions
 Infinitives following verbs
 Infinitives following It’s

http://www.mediate.com/articles/ahrens1.cfm
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GRAMMAR / Gerunds and Infinitives
Student Worksheet

Name: _______________________

Read this list of pointers for mediators on how to listen when mediating a conflict.
Complete each sentence with the correct gerund or infinitive form of the verbs in
parentheses.

1. (Maintain)    Maintaining    eye contact with the speaker while keeping the
others involved in view will help you (gain) ___________ the speaker’s trust
and gauge the reactions of the others to what the speaker is saying.

2. Show that you're interested in what the speaker is saying by
(nod, smile, take notes) ___________ , ___________ , ___________
and (look) ___________ concerned at appropriate times.

3. It’s critical (face) ___________ the speaker at all times, and it is also helpful
(lean) ___________ towards the speaker slightly.

4. Avoid (fidget) __________ such as foot or finger tapping as it is distracting to
the speaker, and may cause the speaker (withhold) ___________ his or her
trust in you.

5. (Notice) ___________ the way the speaker talks and his or her body
language is as important as listening to what the speaker says.

6. Permit the speaker (speak) ___________ without interruption.

7. Encourage the speaker (tell) ___________ you more by (ask) ___________
open-ended questions when appropriate.
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GRAMMAR / Gerunds and Infinitives
Answer Key

1. Maintaining /  to gain
2. nodding, smiling, taking notes / looking
3. to face / to lean
4. fidgeting / to withhold
5. Noticing
6. to speak
7. to tell / asking
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SPEAKING / Arguments Between Loved Ones

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TEACHER

These exercises are a supplement to In Charge 1, Unit 4.

Part 1

1. For Part 1, inform the students that they will be reading a list of common topics of
arguments between siblings, parents/children, roommates, and couples. Check
students’ comprehension of the vocabulary.

2. Have students categorize each topic by putting them in the chart under the
relationship most commonly associated with it.

3. Have the students form groups to share and discuss their choices, and talk about their
own experiences with arguing in the relationships listed.

Part 2  Role Play

1. Have the students work in groups of three. For Part A, explain that Students A and B
will choose a relationship and a reason for an argument. Student C will be their
counselor, friend, or parent. Students A and B will start arguing. Student C will help
them to resolve their problem using a list of strategies as a guideline. You may choose
to have them share their conflicts and solutions with the class.

2. For Part B of the worksheet, have students write down who they were, the conflict,
and what happened. Then have them share this information with another group or
with the class.
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SPEAKING / Arguments Between Loved Ones
Student Worksheet

Name: _______________________

Part 1

A. Read the list of topics that people in different relationships frequently argue about.
Complete the chart by writing the topics in the appropriate columns. Note that some of
the topics fall into more than one column, but only list them in one or two columns.

neatness
unemployment
money issues
messages
having / raising kids
staying out late
different social lifestyles
sleeping schedules
boredom
study schedules
noise
in-laws

need for attention
jealousy
each other’s friends
career demands
ways to spend free time
lack of communication
sharing of belongings
telling on one another
wanting what the other has
competition
visitors
teasing
way of dressing

siblings parents and
children

college
roommates

couples

lack of
communication

B. In groups, compare the charts. Give reasons for your choices.
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C. Discuss what you commonly argue about in your different relationships. If the topics
are different than the ones listed above, write them below.

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Part 2  Role Play

A. Work in groups of three. Students A and B choose a relationship and a reason for an
argument. Student C is their counselor, friend, or parent. Students A and B start arguing.
Student C helps them to resolve their problem using the following list of strategies.

1. listen

2. rephrase the problem

3. empathize with A and B

4. elicit from A and B different solutions and suggest your own

5. discuss the two or three best solutions

6. choose a solution that works for A and B

Also refer to page 51 of your student book for polite conflict management language.

B. Now summarize the argument, how Student C helped resolve the problem, and what
the solution was.

1. A and B’s relationship:

________________________________________________________________

2. the conflict:

 ________________________________________________________________

3. C’s role:

________________________________________________________________

4. the solution:

________________________________________________________________
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VOCABULARY

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TEACHER

These exercises are a supplement to In Charge 1, Unit 4.

1. In Part A, have students complete the sentences in the paragraph on relationships,
using idioms and other words introduced in Unit 4.

2. Have students compare answers in pairs after finishing. You could also ask them if
they agree with the ideas presented and if they know of anyone they consider to be a
matchmaker.

3. In Part B, the students form idioms using the listed words and then match them to
their meanings.  Each word can only be used once. Have students refer to the
Vocabulary Check on pages 44 and 53. You may choose to make this a timed
exercise, seeing who can finish first.
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VOCABULARY
Student Worksheet

Name: _______________________

A. Complete the sentences with an idiom or a word from the box. Note that you may
need to change the form of some of the words.

at the root of take each other for granted
taking things the wrong way validates
losing face grievances
can’t help empathy
beat around the bush

Matchmaking can be a very dangerous undertaking. Nonetheless, I just

(1) _____________ myself, especially when I know of two lonely people who

would make a great couple! The question is, what makes a great couple? I

believe the key is (2) __________. That is what I think is (3) ______________

all great relationships. It’s what gets couples through times of trouble and conflict.

These kinds of couples seem to appreciate each other. They never

(4) __________________. When people truly understand each other, they have

fewer problems with (5) taking things the wrong way  .  They can be honest

and not have to (6) ____________________.  They don’t have to worry about

(7) ____________ or other embarrassing situations.  And those are just the kind

of couples I put together. Some of my single friends have threatened to stop

talking to me if I try my matchmaking skills on them, but I don’t think they really

mean it. Their (8) __________ against me are unfounded if you look at all my

successes. My success rate totally (9) ___________ my efforts, even if I do

annoy some of my friends some of the time.
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B. Idiom Puzzle.  Use each of the words in the box to form the five idioms from the
Vocabulary Check on page 53. Each word can only be used once. Then match them with
their meanings below.

take  /   the bush   /   face   /   the wrong   /   take   /   at   /   granted /
way  /   beat   /   of   /    lose   /   it  /   the root   /   around   /   for

1. the cause of
         at the root of                                       

2. not appreciate
___________________________________

3. misinterpret something
___________________________________

4. not come to the point
___________________________________

5. damage personal prestige
___________________________________
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VOCABULARY
Answer Key

Part 1

1. can't help
2. empathy
3. at the root of
4. taking each other for granted
5. taking things the wrong way
6. beat around the bush
7. losing face
8. grievances
9. validate

Part 2

1. at the root of
2. take for granted
3. take it the wrong way
4. beat around the bush
5. lose face


