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UNIT 13: THE PASSIVE: REVIEW AND EXPANSION 

The Power Was Cut Off  

WEB ACTIVITY:  Search the web for a current news story.  
 
WEBSITE ADDRESSES 
http://www.nytimes.com  
http://www.1stheadlines.com 
http://www.sfgate.com/ 

PART ONE  

Go to one of the websites and click on one of the breaking stories. Read the article. 
 
(Remember: Just look at the site to get information for this exercise; do not give personal 
information or credit card information anywhere in the website.) 

PART TWO  

In your news story, find examples of passive voice and write them down below.  
 

Example:  

The child was last seen in front of his home at 10:00 this morning. 

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued) 
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Now summarize your news story, changing ideas from the active voice to the passive voice 
wherever appropriate. Use the example below as a model. 

 
Example:  

Original story: 
Winter storms pounded California last week as temperatures dropped. The electric 
company cut off power to thousands of homes . . . 

Story changed to passive voice: 
California was pounded by winter storms last week as temperatures dropped. Power was 
cut off in thousands of homes . . . 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

PART THREE  

In class, work with a partner. Tell your partner about the news story you read. Try to use passive 
verb forms, passives with modals, and the passive causative in your description if possible. 

Example: 
I read a story about the effort to save energy in Japan. Air-conditioners will be set to 28 
degrees (82.4 degrees Fahrenheit) during the summer.  Employees won't be allowed to 
come to work in the usual dark business suit.  Top executives have been targeted to lead 
a movement for casual business clothing . . . 

 


