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DAILY WRITING FLUENCY PROMPTS 
Lesson 1 
Prior Knowledge 
Ask students to compare and contrast the photographs of the bird and the bat at the top of page 328. Ask 
students to include what they may already know about each animal in their comparisons.  

SAY: Are there similarities between the bat and the bird? How are they different? Write a short 
paragraph comparing the two. 

 
 
Lesson 2 
Narration 
Have students refer to the Big Question. Ask them to write about an animal that they have known or would 
like to know. 

SAY: Is there an animal that you find amazing? Is it a pet or a wild animal? Write a few sentences 
telling about what make this animal so interesting. 

 
 
Lesson 3 
Literary Words 
Have students complete the practice activity on page 331 of their books. Reinforce the vocabulary by 
having students write sentences that include the Literary Words.  

SAY: Test your understanding of the vocabulary. Write sentences including each of the Literary 
Words.  

 
 
Lesson 4 
Academic Words 
Have students complete the practice activity on page 332 of their books. Reinforce the vocabulary by 
having students write sentences that include the academic words.  

SAY: Test your understanding of the vocabulary. Write a sentence for each of the Academic 
Words.  

 
 
Lesson 5 
Narration 
Have students focus on the On Your Own activity on page 273. Ask students to write about World War I in 
connection with the idea that a war can be civilized.  

SAY: Soldiers in World War I had the advantage of planes and other technologies. Think about 
the term “civilized”. Do you think it is possible for a war to be civilized? Why or why not. 

 
 
Lesson 6 
Persuasion 
Use the On Your Own activity on page 337 of the student book as a springboard for student writing.  

SAY: In what ways are parrots amazing? Write a few sentences to persuading a nonbeliever that 
parrots are very special. 
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Lesson 7 
Metacognition 
Have students complete the practice activity for adjective phrases on page 278. Then ask them to write two 
sentences.  

SAY: Write a sentence containing an adjective clause. Rewrite the sentence to change the 
adjective clause into an adjective phrase. 

 
 
Lesson 8 
Expository Writing 
After students have completed the practice activity on page 341, ask them to work with partners to write 
critiques of each other’s writing. Remind students to be fair and constructive in their criticisms. 

SAY: Did your partner’s introductory paragraph introduce the question that directed their 
research? Did they use adjective phrases correctly? 

 
 
Lesson 9 
Metacognition 
Review the Key Words with students on page 343. Have them complete the practice activity. Then have 
students write one context sentence using each term. 

SAY: How well do you know the vocabulary? Write context sentences for each of the key words. 
 
 

Lesson 10 
Metacognition 
Review the Academic Words on page 344. Have students write sentences using each of the words. 

SAY: Write sentences of your own using each of the academic words in context. 
 
 
Lesson 11 
Narrative 
Use the On Your Own activity on page 349 as a springboard for student writing. Ask students to consider 
what qualities a person that photographs animals should have and write their opinions. 

SAY: What character traits do you think it would be good to have to be a good animal 
photographer? Consider that not all animals are sitting still at the time they are being 
photographed. 

 
 
Lesson 12 
Narrative 
Use the On Your Own section on page 352 as a springboard for student writing. Ask students to write their 
opinions of bats. Remind them to give supporting details. 

SAY: Has your opinion of bats changed after reading more about them? What is it you like or 
dislike about them? Do you think bats have been given fair publicity? Why or why not? 
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Lesson 13 
Metacognition 
Have students finish the practice activity for relative pronouns on page 354. Ask students to write three 
sentences to reinforce their understanding. 

SAY: Write sentences including pronouns as subjects. Write one sentence including the word that 
as a subject, one sentence for the word who as a subject, and one sentence for the word whose as 
a subject. 

 
 
Lesson 14 
Expository Writing 
After students have completed the practice activity on page 355 of their books, ask them to work with 
partners to write short critiques of each other’s writing. Remind students to be fair and constructive in their 
criticisms. 

SAY: Did your partner’s classifying paragraphs organize ideas and information by categories? 
Write about what worked and what might have been handled differently. Give suggestions for 
improvement. 

 
 
Lesson 15 
Metacognition 
Have students complete the practice activity on page 358 of their student books. Then ask students to write 
sentences for each of the Academic Words. 

SAY: Test your understanding of the vocabulary. Write sentences including each Academic Word.  
 
 
Lesson 16 
Creative Writing 
Ask students to write a short story of a four sentences in length. Tell them that their story must include 
these words from the poem Daybreak on page 362: creeping; moved; cross; and sank. 

SAY: Write a story using only four sentences. You must use the words creeping, moved, cross and 
sank in your writing. 
 
 

Lesson 17 
Poetry 
Have students write a three or four line poem about an animal of their choice.  

SAY: Choose any animal and write a short poem about it. Make a quick list of words describing 
physical attributes of your animal and incorporate some of these words into your poem.  
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Lesson 18 
Narrative 
Ask students to write a short paragraph in which they focus on the word dignity and its relationship to an 
animal.  

SAY: What animal do you find serious in manor or appearance? Write about what you find 
dignified about a particular animal.  

 
 
Lesson 19 
Narration 
Complete the Practice activity on page 366. Have students reinforce their understanding of the typical and 
atypical word order by writing a sentence demonstrating each.  

SAY: Write a sentence using typical word order. Rewrite the sentences to show atypical word 
order. 

 
 
Lesson 20 
Expository Writing 
After students have completed the practice activity on page 367, ask them to work with partners to write 
short critiques of each other’s writing. Remind students to be fair and constructive in their criticisms. 

SAY: Did your partner’s research paragraph include a clear main idea and supporting details? 
Did the paragraph use typical word order? Write about what your partner did well. Include 
helpful suggestions about what could be done better next time. 

 
 

Lesson 21 
Metacognition 
Review the Academic Words on page 370. Have students write sentences using each of the words. 

SAY: Write sentences of your own using each of the academic words in context. 
 
 
Lesson 22 
Narration 
Use the On Your Own activity on page 375 as a springboard for student writing. Ask students to write 
about whether or not they would like to work with chimpanzees. 

SAY: Write a few sentences about what it would be like to work with chimpanzees. Would you like 
the experience? Why or why not? 

 
 
Lesson 23 
Narration 
Use the On Your Own question on page 378 as a springboard for students to write about their personal 
opinions.  

SAY: How did you feel after reading about the chimpanzees? Did the reading ultimately make you 
feel more hopeful about their situation? Why or why not? 
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Lesson 24 
Metacognition 
Ask students to review the material on gerunds and infinitives on page 380. Have them write two new 
sentences using them. Ask them to work with a partner. Have one student write subject/object sentences for 
the gerund learning; have the other student write subject/object sentences for the infinitive to study. 

SAY: Work with your partners. One student will write subject/object sentences for the gerund 
learning; the other student will write subject/object sentences for the infinitive to study.  

 
 
Lesson 25 
Supporting Opinion 
Ask students to think about which reading they liked the best in Unit 6. Have them write a paragraph 
explaining their opinion. 

SAY: Which reading did you like the best? Why? Give specifics about why you liked it the most.  
 
 
Lesson 26 
Brainstorming 
Read the list of projects on page 383. Ask partners to think about other possible projects. 

SAY: Write another possible project for this unit. 
 
 
Lesson 27 
Supporting Opinions 
Review with students the Further Reading selections on page 383 of the student book. Ask student to write 
about the selection that most interests them. 

SAY: Write about which selection would be most interesting. Why does it interest you? 
 
 
Lesson 28 
Supporting Opinion 
Call attention to the Deliver Your TV Documentary section on page 385. Ask students to write about one 
presentation that they think was well done. 

SAY: Is there one presentation that you found particularly informative? Write about what worked 
and give suggestions for improvement. 
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Lesson 29 
Expository Writing 
Encourage students to write a self evaluation of their performance in the TV presentation.  

SAY: Evaluate your own performance. Were your ideas interesting and researched? Did you 
answer the 5Ws? Write constructive criticism of your performance. 

 
 
Lesson 30 
Expository Writing 
Have students read their research aloud. Encourage students to write an evaluation of their own essays. 
Students may use the six traits of writing checklist on page 323 as a basis for their written evaluation. 

SAY: How did you do with this writing workshop? With what stage of the writing process did you 
have the most trouble? What stages came easier to you? Where do you need to improve? 

 
 


