
1. What did Susan B. Anthony think about her country?

a. It had no problems. c. It was fair to slaves.

b. It had unjust laws. d. It was fair to women.
2. What did Susan B. Anthony do about slavery?

a. She permitted people to own slaves. c. She started the Civil War.

b. She wrote and spoke against slavery. d. She had many slaves.
3. What does “suffrage” probably mean?

a. the right to vote c. pain and discomfort

b. slavery d. the right to fight
4. Which of the following is true?

a. In 1870, no American woman could vote in an election.

b. In 1869 states gave women the right to vote in some elections.

c. Susan B. Anthony had the right to vote in all elections.

d. Some states gave women the right to vote before 1920.
5. How did women finally get the right to vote in the United States?

a. The Civil War gave them the right to vote.

b. An amendment to the Constitution gave them the right to vote.

c. Susan B. Anthony gave them the right to vote.

d. Women got the right to vote when they went to work.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton was another woman who fought for women’s rights in the
United States. Did she and Susan B. Anthony know each other? Search the Internet or
look in an encyclopedia to find out more about her. Write a short essay about her life
in your notebook.
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SKILL OBJECTIVES: Reading a biography; making inferences; learning test-taking skills. Read the biography aloud (or have
students read it silently if you want this page to be a “test.”) Go over new vocabulary such as slavery and amendment. Part A: Do the
first question together before assigning Part A as independent work. Part B: Students will need an encyclopedia or access to the
Internet. Help them, if necessary, or encourage them to ask the school librarian for help.

Susan B. Anthony lived from 1820 to
1906. During the 86 years of her life, she
saw many problems in her country, the
United States.

One of these problems was slavery.
Susan B. Anthony grew up in
Massachusetts, a state where people did
not own slaves. But some states
permitted people to own slaves. Susan
B. Anthony thought all people should be
free. Slavery was against everything she
believed in. She wrote letters and gave
speeches against slavery. Slavery ended
in 1865 after the Civil War. But that did
not end Susan B. Anthony’s crusades
against unjust laws.

Women had never had the right to vote
in the United States. Susan B. Anthony
and many others felt that women should

have voting rights. In 1869 she helped
start the National Woman Suffrage
Association. This group worked hard to
get women the right to vote.

In 1869, one state, Wyoming, gave
women the right to vote. Some other
states did too. But Susan B. Anthony and
the National Woman Suffrage Association
wanted all women to have the right to
vote. They worked to add an amendment
to the Constitution of the United States.
In 1920, fourteen years after Susan B.
Anthony’s death, the 19th Amendment
was added to the Constitution. It gave the
right to vote to women who are citizens
of the United States of America.

During the 1980s, Susan B. Anthony’s
picture was put on a U.S. dollar coin to
honor her struggle for justice.

Read Susan B. Anthony’s biography. Then circle the best answer for each question.
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