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Grammar S e l f-Chec k s 

(Unit 9, page 102) 
 

 
Per f e c t modal s in the pa ssi v e  voi c e for spe cul a ting about the pa st 

Lo o k  a t  t he  sta temen ts usin g  m o da ls  to  s pec u la te  with  d ifferen t  de g rees of  
ce r ta in ty  a bo u t  the  past .  P assive v o ice is  used when  t he  foc us is  o n  the  re ceive r  of  
the  a c t io n ,  o r  w he n  the  pe rfo rmer  of  the  a c t io n  is  u n k n ow n .   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FI G U RE IT  O UT … 

Ma tc h  the  pe rfect  m o da ls  in  the  passive vo ice  with  the  mean in g  they  express. 

____1. had to have been  a. you’re very sure that something is true or correct. 

____2. might have been  b. you’re almost sure something is true or correct. 

____3. must have been  c. you’re not sure that something is true or correct.  

Lo o k  a t  t he  quest io ns  a n d sh o r t  respo nses with  pe rfect  m o da ls  in  the  passive v o ice . 

 

 

 

 

FI G U RE IT  O UT … 

Wr ite  sh o r t  respo nses to  the  quest io n .  Use the  w o r d in  pa re n theses in  t he  respo nse. 

Could they have been stolen?  

1. (couldn’t) __________________________________________________ 

2. (might) ____________________________________________________ 

3. (must) _____________________________________________________ 

   The dinosaurs might (or m a y ) ha ve  b e en k il led by a meteor. 

   The trees could have  b e en destroy ed by a fire. 

   The gold figures might not (or m a y  not ) have  b e en lost. 

    
   The stone balls must have  b e en mo ved by animals. 

   The drawings must not have  b e en discover ed until later. 

    
   The crater had to have  b e en caus ed by a meteorite. 

   The trees couldn’t  (or can’t ) have  b e en burned by a fire. 

Is it possible they were killed by a meteorite?  They m ay  ha ve  b e en.  

Do you think they were made by hand?  They had to have  b e en .  

I wonder if they could have just been lost.  They couldn’t  have  b e en.  

not certain 

almost certain 

very certain 


