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Segment 12 (Units 21–24) 

One hundred years of flight 
Genre: History program      Viewing Time: 2:15 

Background Information 
History programs, which examine everything from technology to war and politics, are so popular 
that in the United States there are entire cable channels devoted to them. This program focuses on 
the history of flight, beginning with the Wright Brothers’ historic flight in 1903. 

Vocabulary for Comprehension 
Preview the vocabulary with your students.  
 
biplane: an old-fashioned type of plane with 
two sets of wings 
commercial: relating to making money or a 
profit 

solo: done alone, without anyone else helping 
you 
supersonic: faster than the speed of sound

 

 
Answer Key 
Previewing (Answers may vary—as long as they are appropriate guesses, accept them for now.) 

1. There are many different types of airplanes and other flying devices. 

2. The most recognizable person is Charles Lindbergh.  

3. Airfields, the sky, aircraft museum 

4. It’s about the history of flight. 
 

In-Depth Viewing 

1.  1903 4.  1960 

2.  1927 5.  2003 

3.  1930 
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Video Script 
Narrator: During the year 2003, we celebrated 100 years of human flight. But since the Wright 
Brothers’ first flight in 1903, airplanes have changed a lot! 
The first aircraft were biplanes and Zeppelins, also known as airships. Today, we have commercial 
jets and ultra-modern military planes. 
The modern age of aviation began on U.S. soil in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. On December 17, 
1903, the Wright Brothers got their simple biplane off the ground. They were the first people in the 
world to fly in an airplane. 
In 1927, Charles Lindbergh became famous when he flew his plane, “The Spirit of St. Louis,” from 
Long Island, New York, to Paris, France, in 33 and a half hours. He was the first person ever to fly 
solo across the Atlantic Ocean, and he became a national hero. 
The early and middle 1900s saw new developments in flying machines, especially the ones used by 
the military. The U.S. Army Air Corps bought its first airplane in 1909—just six years after the 
Wright Brothers’ first flight! Military aircraft have become faster and more sophisticated since then. 
Passenger airlines began in the 1930s and ’40s. At first, tickets for flights were so expensive that 
only very rich people could afford them. But during the 1950s and ’60s, airplane manufacturers 
invented the jet engine and began to build large airplanes—as a result, commercial aviation “took 
off.” Soon more and more people were able to use airplanes to travel long distances. 
Aircraft technology continues to improve every day. Nowadays, there are many different kinds of 
planes, from super-modern two-passenger planes to huge commercial jets. 
Supersonic planes such as the Concorde can fly thousands of miles in just an hour. Although 
commercial flights on the Concorde ended in 2003, many passengers are still interested in finding 
the fastest way to fly. 
Recent developments, like the International Space Station and the NASA Space Shuttle program, 
have opened new doors to the sky. Will commercial flights in space soon be a reality for people like 
you and me? 
 
 
 
 
 


