
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 

UNIT 3:  LANGUAGE PRACTICE  

TEACHER’S NOTES 
Aim:  to give further practice with quantifiers; 
  to recycle selected idioms from Lesson 3.1; 
  to give further practice of definite vs. zero articles. 
  This worksheet is designed to be used after Lesson 3.3. 
Time: 20 to 30 minutes 
Materials: photocopies of the worksheet for each student 

 
Quantifiers and articles 
1 Make sure students have studied up to Lesson 3.2 in this unit. Use the Language 

reference section for revision if necessary. The answers are given below and an 
explanation which relates to the Language reference section is given in brackets. 

Answers: 

1 a lot of (+ uncountable noun) 

 a) nothing (zero article before abstract nouns)   

 b) the (it is obvious from the context that these are the runners in this marathon)  

 a few (+ plural countable noun)  

 c) the (the start line is unique and it is obvious from the context that it is the start line 
for this marathon)   

 Many (+ plural countable noun)   

 d) the (a unique group of people) 

2 a) nothing (before general plural nouns)   

 b) the (something is unique)   

 few (+ plural countable noun)   

 c) the (in the context it is obvious that this article is the one written by the journalist 
about Robert Le Farge   

 too much ( there is nothing countable here)   

 d) the (this interview has been mentioned before) 

3 a) the (the abstract noun ‘start’ is made specific by a defining phrase ‘of the Olympic 
...’)   

 b) the (something unique)   

 a few (+ plural countable noun)   

 c) nothing (+ non-specific general plural noun)   

 Hardly any (+ plural countable noun) 

4 a) nothing (before general plural nouns)  

 b) The (the abstract noun ‘pressure’ is made specific by the specific information about 
the type of pressure that follows)   

 c) nothing (before general plural nouns, so the sentence should start with ‘Talented’)   

 a lot of (‘work’ is uncountable)   
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 d) nothing (before general plural nouns)   

 too much (‘time’ is uncountable) 

 

Idioms 

2 Four of the idioms that were introduced in Lesson 3.1 are revised here. 

Answers: 

1 ‘he ... scored a spectacular own goal in giving the interview at all’ (paragraph 2) 

2 ‘Those teenagers ... cannot afford to take their eye off the ball for one minute’ 
(paragraph 4) 

3 ‘It was hardly a level playing field’.  (paragraph 1) 

4 ‘… they have moved the goalposts with only eight months remaining’ (paragraph 3) 

 
Possible follow-up activities 

1 Students choose one of the idioms from Unit 3. They write a paragraph on the topic of 
sport using the idiom as a starting point. They then create the same type of text as in 
Exercise 1 on this worksheet. These are copied for other students in the group to give 
further practice.  


