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Module 9 – Mysteries, problems, oddities 
 
1 The police have found the dead body of a man in London. When they examined the 

body they found the following things. 
  

On the back of the man’s shirt it says Robert. On his jacket it says James Martin. 
A bus ticket to Brighton. 

 A letter from the tax office. 
 A packet of pills. 
 A ticket with Quickmail Internet Café written on it. 
 A CD with relaxing music. 
 A set of car keys – one of the keys is broken off. 
 A digital camera with seventeen pictures in the memory –all of the same girl. 
 A watch, which has stopped at 5pm. 
 A small cut on the man’s head. 
 A key with Victoria Station written on it. 
 A mobile phone with the same number dialled six times. 
 A French dictionary. 
 A very expensive box of Cuban cigars, impossible to buy in the UK. 
 
2 Write as many sentences as you can describing the man and what might have 

happened to him. In your sentences, use the following verbs: might, may, could, must, 
can’t. Be careful with the tenses in your sentences. 

 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3 Now compare the sentences you have written with your partner. Have you written 

similar sentences? 
 
 
 



    
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

 

 

Copyright © 2006 Pearson Education.  
All rights reserved.www.longman.com/cuttingedge/ 

Module 9 – Mysteries, problems, oddities 
 
Teacher’s notes 
 
This worksheet is designed for use after completion of the module. 
 
1 Explain to students that the police have found the dead body of a man in London and 

that they need help in finding out what happened to him. Give students time to read 
through the sentences and clear up any problems with vocabulary. 

 
2 Students write as many sentences as they can describing the man and what might have 

happened to him. Tell students that they must use might, may, could, must, can’t in 
their answers and that they should be careful with the tenses as they should be writing

     sentences with modals of probability in both the present and past. 
 
3 Students then compare the sentences they have written with their partners. While doing 

so they could look back at the Useful language box on page 103 and try to use this 
language in their discussions. 

  
 Alternatively, you could have students discuss what they think happened to the man –

and who he was – in pairs or small groups. They can then write the sentences before 
comparing what they have written with another pair/group. 

 
 
 
  


