
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

 

Copyright © 2007 Pearson Education.  
All rights reserved.www.longman.com/totalenglish/

The right preposition! 
 

1 There is an incorrect preposition in each of the sentences below.  
Find the errors and correct them. 

 
a) Thierry was delighted that his son succeeded on passing his maths 

exams. 

b) The general opinion is that the sports centre would benefit of new 
and inspiring management. 

c) Which car do you think you’ll opt to in the end? 

d) This is a very trendy bar but it seems to be lacking of atmosphere. 

e) We worked so hard in the garden today that I decided the last few 
small jobs were not worth bothering from. 

f) Eva was really nervous with reading a poem at her best friend’s 
wedding. 

g) Exotic beach holidays do not appeal at everyone. 

h) There really aren’t many features that distinguish the twins with 
each other. 

 
2 Match each of the verbs and adjectives in the box with a 

preposition and write two sentences for each one. 
 
stem        rely        short         riddled       from         of             with           on 

 
a) ______________________________________________________ 

b) ______________________________________________________ 

c) ______________________________________________________ 

d) ______________________________________________________ 

e) ______________________________________________________ 

f) ______________________________________________________ 

g) ______________________________________________________ 

h) ______________________________________________________ 

 



 

The right preposition! 

TEACHER’S NOTES: 
Aim:  to provide further practice of verbs/adjectives and prepositions.  

This worksheet is designed to be used in conjunction with unit 
1.1. 

Time: 40 minutes 
Materials:  a copy of the worksheet for each student 
 
1 Ask students to correct each of the errors in the sentences. Elicit answers 

from the class. 

Answers: a) Thierry was delighted that his son succeeded in passing 
his maths exams. b) The general opinion is that the sports centre would 
benefit from new and inspiring management. c) Which car do you think 
you’ll opt for in the end? d) This is a very trendy bar but it seems to be 
lacking in atmosphere. e) We worked so hard in the garden today that I 
decided the last few small jobs were not worth bothering about. f) Eva 
was really nervous about reading a poem at her best friend’s wedding. 
g) Exotic beach holidays do not appeal to everyone. h) There really 
aren’t many features that distinguish the twins from each other. 

 
2 Ask students to match each verb/adjective with the correct preposition.  

You may wish to check that they have done this correctly before asking 
them to write eight sentences using these phrases (two sentences for 
each phrase). Students can work in pairs. 

 
Possible answers: 1 A lot of Charlie’s problems stem from the fact he 
doesn’t listen in class. 2 Do you think the problems at the airport stem 
from bad planning? 3 Harry relied on his best friend to lend him a bike 
for the competition. 4 We rely on our parents to babysit for the children. 
5 We’re short of paper, so can I email you the letter?  
6 I’m short of sugar. I need 500g for this recipe. 7 The essay was 
riddled with mistakes. 8 Gemma had very bad chicken pox. She was 
riddled with spots. 
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