
 

Imaginary situations 
Read the imaginary situations below and write four sentences for each, beginning 
with the modals of deduction listed. 

(a) Twenty employees in a clothing company were busy at work all day and didn’t really notice 
that it had started to snow. By the time 5pm arrived, when some of the staff usually left to go 
home, the snow was so bad that the roads were closed and public transport had closed down. 
The manager suggested that everyone stay in the office for the night; the central heating was 
on, there was food and drink in the office canteen and there were some comfortable sofas and 
chairs in meeting rooms to rest on. 
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1) It must have been……………….. 

2) It might have been……………….. 

3) It will have been……………….. 

4) It couldn’t have been…………………….. 

(b) A group of holidaymakers were relaxing next to the hotel pool reading their books and 
enjoying the warm sun, when a young group of about thirty people turned up. They were 
extremely lively and started to do a water aerobics class in the swimming pool. The music was 
very loud and they were all singing along to the songs. They asked if any of the other 
holidaymakers wanted to join in the class or even better, come out on their large yacht later that 
afternoon.

1) It could have been………………… 

2) It can’t have been………………… 

3) It may have been………………… 

4) It will have been……………………. 

(c) Raphael’s 40th birthday dawned and he set off to work glad that his wife hadn’t arranged any 
sort of celebration as he wanted it to be a quiet day with no fuss. Nobody at work knew it was 
his birthday so everything went as he’d hoped until he opened the front door when he got 
home…… Over fifty of his friends and family were waiting in his house holding a glass of 
champagne to toast him! His jaw dropped as he took the whole scene in and then he turned to 
his wife and smiled. 

1) It must have been…………….. 

2) It could have been………………… 

3) It can’t have been……………… 

4) It might have been…………… 

 
Read your answers out to your partner. 
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Imaginary situations 

TEACHER’S NOTES: 
 
Aim: to provide further practice of modals of deduction. This 

worksheet is designed to be used with unit 10.2. 
Time:  40 minutes 
Materials: copies of the worksheet for students 
 
Ask students to read through the situations and use modals of deduction to 
write their own sentences about each situation. Monitor as they work to 
check that they are using the modals correctly. Students then read out their 
sentences to their partner. Ask for class feedback.  

Below are some possible responses that you may want to use as examples 
for the students. 

Possible answers:  
(a) 1) It must have been a shock to find out that all transport had stopped 
because of the snow. 
2) It might have been quite fun to spend time with work colleagues and then 
all sleep in the office. 
3) It will have been strange to wake up in the morning in the office! 
4) It couldn’t have been as comfortable as sleeping in your own bed! 
(b) 1) It could have been fun if any of the holidaymakers had joined in. 
2) It can’t have been easy to carry on quietly relaxing with the water 
aerobics class and music. 
3) It may have been considered rude by some of the holidaymakers, to start 
a water aerobics class in a quiet area. 
4) It will have been fun for all the young people doing the class! 
(c) 1) It must have been a huge shock when Raphael walked through his 
front door. 
2) It could have been very embarrassing if Raphael really didn’t want to join 
the party. 
3) It can’t have been easy for his wife to make all the preparations without 
Raphael knowing. 
4) It might have been nice if Raphael’s work colleagues had known it was his 
birthday; then they could have arranged a small cake or drinks. 

 


