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Have they got the ability …? 
 

1 Complete sentence 1-8 using the correct modal of ability and a verb from 
the box below. 

 
managed to     swim     find     couldn’t     weren’t able to      
was able to     pass      save     manage to     book     fit 
didn’t manage to     lose     can’t     could     understand 

 
1  At school Peter ____________ very well. He loved the water. 

2  Alexia found Maths really difficult, but she ____________ her final 
exams! 

3  Peter was really pleased that he ____________ up some money to 
buy a car for university. 

4  At the moment, I can just about  ____________ time to revise for 
the exams. 

5  We ____________ the tickets for the cruise. 

6  She ____________ her temper if she tried! 

7  They ____________ in everything they wanted on their holiday. 

8  I still ____________ his reasons for going away. 
 

2 Talk in pairs! Find out the following information from your partner. 

1  Can he/she ski or snowboard? 

2  Could he/she ride a bike at the age of four? 

3  Was he/she able to walk to all their schools as a child? 

4  Does he/she manage to leave the house on time in the morning and 
go to bed at a healthy time too? 

5  Was he/she able to save any money last month? 

6  Can he/she run ten kilometres without stopping? 

7  Was he/she able to hold a position of responsibility at school? 

8  Does he/she manage to find time to do relaxing things in his/her 
spare time? 



 
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

 

Copyright © 2006 Pearson Education.  
All rights reserved.www.longman.com/totalenglish/ 

 

Have they got the ability …? 

TEACHER’S NOTES: 
 
Aim: to provide practice of modals of ability, past and present. This 

worksheet is designed to be used in conjunction with unit 7.3. 
Time: 40 minutes 
Materials: photocopies of the worksheet for each student 

 
1 Ask students to read the sentences and then use the words from 

the box to fill in the gaps. Monitor as they work to answer any 
questions. Students compare their answers with their partner. Elicit 
answers from the class. 

 
 

Answers:  1 could swim  2 managed to pass  3 was able to save   
4 manage to find  5 didn’t manage to book  6 couldn’t lose   
7 weren’t able to fit  8 can’t understand    
  

 

2 Students read the question prompts and then formulate the 
questions using the 2nd person singular to ask their partner the 
eight questions. Encourage students to ask follow up questions to 
find out as much information as possible. Monitor to prompt follow 
up questions where appropriate. At the end of the activity ask for 
class feedback from students.  

 
OPTIONAL EXTENSION  

If there’s time in class, students write up their partner’s responses. 
If not, they do this for homework. 

 
 


