
    
 
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

 

Copyright © 2006 Pearson Education.  
All rights reserved.www.longman.com/totalenglish/ 

 

How well can/could you …? 
 
1 Write complete sentences using the cues 1-8 and can/could/be able to. 
 

1  He/not able to/attend meeting on Thursday 
2  She not can/play tennis very well 
3  Their children/can speak/Spanish and French/by age of ten 
4  You/be able to/run marathon in July if you train regularly 
5  You/be able to/earn good salary/when pass your exams 
6  He/not can/swim butterfly stroke at all 
7  She/can/play clarinet quite well 
8  I/no can/finish the report at work today. I/be/so tired 

 

2 Read the questions in the table below. Then answer them for yourself 
and two other students, using not at all, not very well, quite well, very 
well in your answers. Make sure you describe how well you could do it in 
the past, can do it now and hope you will be able to do it in the future. 

 

 

Questions You Student 1 Student 2 
How well can you have a conversation 
in English? 

   

How well can you remember your 
vocabulary in English? Do you use any 
specific strategies to remember? 

   

Can you do simple DIY jobs in your 
house? 

   

Can you concentrate on just the 
present when you try to relax? 

   

Can you run or walk 10K? 
 

   

Can you cook a starter, main course 
and dessert for six people? 
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How well can/could you …? 

TEACHER’S NOTES: 
 
Aim:  to examine and consolidate students’ current knowledge of can, 

could and be able to. This worksheet is designed to be used after 
unit 9.1 to make the link between interviews and talking about 
abilities. 

Time: 30 minutes maximum 
Materials: photocopies of the worksheet for each student. 
 
 

1 Tell students they have to construct complete sentences using can, 
could and be able to and the cues 1-8. If necessary do the first one 
with them as an example. Check answers with the class.  

 
 

Answers:  1 He won’t be able to attend the meeting on Thursday.   
2 She can’t play tennis very well.  3 Their children could speak Spanish 
and French by the age of ten.  4 You’ll be able to run the marathon in 
July if you train regularly.  5 You’ll be able to earn a good salary when 
you pass your exams.  6 He can’t swim butterfly stroke at all.   
7 She can play the clarinet quite well.  8 I couldn’t finish the report at 
work today. I was so tired. 
 

 
2 This is a free speaking activity for students giving them the chance 

to use the grammar from unit 9.2 through answering personalised 
questions and asking other students too. If they enjoy the activity, 
get them to add questions of their own using the target language. 
Monitor discreetly - you can note down any common errors to 
report back on the board at the end of the activity. Ask the 
students to report their findings to the rest of the class. Write the 
errors on the board and encourage students to correct them before 
giving the answers. 


