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In the Classroom: Storytelling

People, no matter their age, love to hear stories. Whether gathered around a campfire, 
sitting in a movie theater, watching television, or telling a friend the latest gossip, people communicate through 

stories. How can we use this natural desire for drama in the classroom? One obvious way is to tell stories to 

our students.  

There are three basic ways to tell stories in the classroom. One way is to use audio recordings of stories. This adds

variety to storytelling by using different voices, accents, and sound effects. Audio books and videos (played with

only sound) are excellent materials to use.

Reading books and storybooks aloud is another way to tell stories to your class. Teachers often do this because it

is easier to read a book aloud than to tell a story from memory. Furthermore, books may have interesting pictures

to show the class, and because the words are printed, the teacher is less likely to make mistakes. Lastly, books and

storybooks are easily accessible through libraries and bookstores.  

The third way to tell stories to your class is from memory. This is a very personal way to tell stories. You can adapt

a story any way you want to fit the English ability or maturity level of your class. The biggest fear or difficulty is

remembering the story. To make this easier, the teacher should read the story many times and write an outline of

the key points. Once the teacher feels comfortable with the progression of the story, he or she can stop using the 

outline and even improvise.

Here are some tips and activities to use while telling stories to your class:

1. Create a storytelling atmosphere by having students clear off their desks and sit comfortably. Sitting

on the floor, in a half circle or horseshoe makes the storytelling experience unique and special. Have 

students close their eyes while listening to help them focus on what they are hearing. 

2. Interact with the students. For example, ask questions about the story: What is happening…, What will

happen…, What could happen…, How would you feel…,etc.  

3. Create a visual. Use gestures and props such as hats, wigs, sunglasses, school bags or fun clothing while

telling a story. Posters or drawings also work well. 

4. Ask for student volunteers to help you act out the story while the rest of the students watch.

Afterwards, ask the class what is happening in the story. Was it role-played accurately? What would he or

she do differently? This can be fun and creates plenty of opportunities for students to express themselves.  

5. Help your students help themselves. While talking about the story students may not know how to 

say certain vocabulary or express all their thoughts in English. The phrase, “How do you say ____ in



I’ve had wonderful success with telling stories in my classes. I hope you also explore and discover the rewards 

storytelling offers!
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English?” is an excellent question for students to know. When students use this phrase to ask about new

vocabulary or phrases, write the answers on the whiteboard and have the students keep a language 

journal to write them in.

6. Interact with the students while telling the story. For example, have students repeat certain phrases

or words from the story. Have the students provide sound effects at certain times through out the story

(e.g., a dog barking, clapping to mimic rain, or walking feet). This is a lot of fun and keeps the students 

participating in the story.

7. Divide the class into groups to act out the story or different sections of the story. Afterwards, have

each group present its skit to the class. 

8. Have students write their own stories. Divide the class into groups. You begin a story and have each

group finish it. For example, “Once upon a time there were three pigs…” or “Last week a duck knocked

on my shower door…” Use known stories and original stories or rewrite a well-known story.

9. Allow students to dress up, use props, and be in the spotlight for a few moments while telling the story

in front of the class. After each performance, applaud loudly to show appreciation for the students’

efforts.

10. Gently correct pronunciation and inflection with the whole class after a fluency activity. If you correct

a student directly after he or she makes a mistake, the student may be embarrassed and discouraged.

By correcting the whole class, the mistake is less focused on the individual student. In addition, this is

extra practice for everyone.

11. Students can help decorate their classroom to fit the theme of the story. Let them color and draw 

pictures directly related to the concepts you are teaching in the lessons. Let them make their own props

and costumes. Allow them to bring simple, inexpensive clothing props from home.

12. Have students tell their stories to parents during Open House or Parents’ Night. Their performances

will serve as wonderful indicators of how much the students have improved.

13. Try not to be too critical of your storytelling abilities. Remember that you and the students are not

professional storytellers. The goal is for you to present a fun, attractive opportunity for students to

express themselves, and to gain confidence while speaking English!
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