
Top Notch unit walk-through

UNIT GOALS. Clearly state the
communication goals of the unit.

TOPIC PREVIEW. Previews the content of
the unit and accesses prior knowledge.

LANGUAGE SUPPORT. Illustrations and
photos define new language and ensure
comprehensibility.

SOUND BITES. Previews the language 
of the unit and provides exposure to “+1”
natural language for observation.

UNDERSTANDING MEANING FROM
CONTEXT. Students learn an essential skill
for comprehension of unfamiliar language.

WHAT ABOUT YOU? Confirms students’
understanding, provides language support,
and readies students for the unit.

T i v

UNIT GOALS

1 Describe an innovation

2 Accept responsibility for a mistake

3 Evaluate inventions

4 Discuss the impact of key inventions 

in history
UNIT 8

Inventions and Technology

B  DISCUSSION.

1. What difficulties did people have before the invention of the wheel?

2. How did the wheel change the lives of people?

logs used as wheels

a horse-drawn chariot

two-wheeled carts

a potter’s wheel an automobile

a wooden wagon wheel

A  TOPIC PREVIEW. Do you consider the wheel to  

be the most important mechanical invention in history? 

What other modern uses of the wheel can you name?
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WHAT
ABOUT YOU?

The following machines were invented in the twentieth century. Rank them 

in order of importance from 1 to 5, with 1 being the most important:
�� the computer �� the airplane �� the automobile �� the telephone �� the television   

DISCUSSION. Explain your rankings.

LILIAN: Where did you get all those mosquito bites?
MARIAN: On our camping trip. The bugs were horrendous. I tried everything, but I still got eaten alive! Don’t you wish someone would invent something for mosquitoes that works?

LILIAN: Where have you been? They have!
MARIAN: No way!
LILIAN: Yeah. It’s this thing you put on your wrist, and mosquitoes quit bugging you. It really works.

MARIAN: I don’t believe it. If I’d known that, I would have gotten one before I left.

C  � SOUND BITES. Read along silently as you listen to a natural conversation.

an early 
television, 1950

Preview  87

D  UNDERSTANDING FROM CONTEXT. Find words and expressions in the conversation. 

Then use each one in a sentence.
1. Find a word that means “terrible.”   2. Find an expression that means “The bugs bit me a lot.”  3. Find a word that means “bothering” or “annoying.”  E  PAIR WORK. With a partner, answer the questions. Explain your answers.

1. What does Lilian mean when she asks Marian, “Where 
have you been?” 

2. What does Marian mean when she says, “No way!”
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D  Complete each present factual conditional sentence.1. Water 
boil

 if you 
raise

 its temperature to 100 degrees.2. If I 
see

 something that’s really cutting edge, I 
want

 it.3. She 
grind

 her own beans if she 
want

 really great coffee.4. He always 
use

 state-of-the-art equipment if it 
be

 available.E  Choose the correct form to complete each future factual conditional sentence.1. If they 
want / will want

 to get there fast, they 
take / will take

 the express train.
2. If he 

buys / will buy
 the product, the mosquitoes 

don’t bite / won’t bite
.3. If they 

see / will see
 her tomorrow, they 

show / will show
 her their new camera phone.

4. 
 Are you going to get / Do you get

 the camera phone if they 
offer / will offer

 it on sale?
F  PAIR WORK. Take turns completing each present unreal conditional in your own way.1. If I were an inventor, I …

2. If I could go anywhere in the world, …
3. If I needed a car, …

  89

CONVERSATION
PAIR WORK

Bring in advertisements for products from a 
newspaper, or use these ads. Use the vocabulary on page 88 to describe the products. Discuss whether or not to buy them.

Start like this:

A: I need a new .Do you think I should get the ? …
B: …

Digicon B1X
●  cutting-edge

technology
●  5.44 megapixel

US $3899 

Save $50
US $379 

17" 
LCD 
Monitor
TekniconMicro Scanner● state-of-the-art

US $199

Digi-Phone
● 2-line digital
phone system

US $79

Strawberry Palmtop SPECIAL BUY
● handheld  
● Internet capable
● secure digital 
● media card slot

US $99
super special
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Discuss a New Product

B  GRAMMAR. Factual and unreal conditional sentences: reviewPresent factual conditionals: Use the simple present tense in both clauses.
If you make a lot of coffee, you need a good coffee maker. Future factual conditionals: Use the simple present tense in the if clause. 

Use the future with will or be going to in the result clause. If they sell the Brew Rite for as low a price as the Coffee King, they’ll sell 
a lot of them.

Present unreal conditionals: Use the simple past tense or was / were in 
the if clause. Use would in the result clause. If I were you, I wouldn’t buy it. (unreal condition: I am not you.)If Teletex had a cutting-edge digital camera phone, they would sell more. 

(unreal condition: Teletex doesn’t have one.) 

C  Practice distinguishing between factual and unreal conditions. 
Check the statements that describe unreal conditions.□ 1. If they see something first-rate, they buy it.□ 2. If we take the bus to TechnoMart, we save a lot of time.
□ 3. If you walked to the theater, you would get there late.
□ 4. They won’t get any phone calls if they don’t have their cell phones.
□ 5. If she were a photographer, she would sell her old camera and buy a new one.

� CONVERSATION
MODEL Read and listen.

A: I need a new coffee maker. Do you think I should get the Brew Rite? It’s on sale at TechnoMart.B: That depends. How much are they selling it for?A: $75.
B:  Definitely. That’s a great price. If I needed a coffee maker, I’d buy one too. It’s top of the line.� Rhythm and intonation practice

BE CAREFUL! Don’t use a future form in the 
if clause.

If I buy it, I’ll be happy.NOT If I will buy it, I’ll be happy.
Don’t use would in the if clause.

If they knew the best 
brand, they would get it.NOT If they would know the best brand, they 
would get it.

PAGES G13–G14For more . . .

88   UNIT 8

A  � VOCABULARY. Describing manufactured products. Listen and practice. Uses new technology  Offers high quality  Uses new ideas
 high-tech

 high-end
 innovative

 state-of-the-art  top-of-the-line  revolutionary
 cutting-edge

 first-rate
 novel
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Unit walk-through T v

GRAMMAR. Grammar is
presented with clear explanations
and examples, integrating form,
meaning, and use. Use of color
ensures that students focus on 
the target grammar.

COMMUNICATION GOAL. Assures students of
what theyÕll be able to do at the end of thi s lesson.

CONVERSATION MODEL. Transferable
conversation models make social language
memorable. Photos support meaning and 
provide a stimulus for additional oral work. VOCABULARY. Vocabulary presentations 

always define meaning and provide easy 
reference for study.

CONTROLLED COMMUNICATION PRACTICE.
Students personalize the Conversation Model, using
the new vocabulary and grammar, to confirm their
progress at the end of the lesson.

COMMUNICATION SUPPORT.
Realistic visual prompts provide
support and ensure success.

GRAMMAR BOOSTER. For those who want
more, a Grammar Booster in the back of the
Student’s Book gives additional explanations,
examples, grammar points, timely reviews,
as well as more practice.
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Accept Responsibility for a Mistake

� CONVERSATION
MODEL Read and listen.

A: Sorry we’re late. We got lost.

B: That’s OK. It can happen to anyone. 

A: Well, it was entirely my fault. If I had stopped to 

ask for directions, we would have been on time.

B: Well, better late than never. Please come in. 

And let me get you something to drink.

� Rhythm and intonation practice

B  Choose the meaning of each past unreal conditional sentence.

1. They wouldn’t have gone if they hadn’t gotten a ticket on the Bullet Train.

a. They went. 

b. They didn’t go.

2. If we had been there, we would have chosen another kind of transportation.

a. We were there. 

b. We weren’t there.

3. If you hadn’t told them about it, they never would have known.

a. You told them about it. 
b. You didn’t tell them about it.

4. If someone had explained the directions better, we wouldn’t have gotten lost.

a. We got lost. 

b. We didn’t get lost.

C  Choose the correct forms to complete each past unreal conditional sentence.

1. What would you have done if you 
wouldn’t have had / hadn’t had

 a phone in your car?

2. If you 
would have known / had known

 about the storm, would you have tried to evacuate?

3. If the airplane had not been invented, people 
would find / would have found

 a way to travel more 

quickly by land. 

4. If the flood 
would have occurred / had occurred

 during the night, many more people 

would have been injured / would be injured
.

90   UNIT 8

A  GRAMMAR. The past unreal conditional

Use the past unreal conditional to describe unreal or untrue conditions and results.

If I had had a cell phone, I could have called for directions. (But I didn’t, so I couldn’t call.)

She wouldn’t have been late if she had checked the map. (But she didn’t, so she was late.)

BE CAREFUL! Don’t use would or could in the if clause in the past unreal conditional.

If I would have had a cell phone, I could have called for directions.

Questions and answers

Could they have arrived on time if they had left earlier? Yes, they could have. / No, they couldn’t have.

When would you have arrived if you had taken the train? At four o’clock.

PAGES G14–G15

For more …
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CONVERSATIONPAIR WORK
Role-play accepting responsibility for a mistake. Use the past 
unreal conditional to explain how things could have been different. 

Accept your partner’s apology.A: Sorry   .
B: That’s OK.   .
A: Well, it was entirely my fault. If   …Continue the conversation in your own way.
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● You were late.
● You forgot someone’s birthday.

● You didn’t pay a bill on time.
● You forgot to call someone.

● Your own idea:  

D  PAIR WORK. Take turns completing the statements about each headline. 

Then discuss the actions you would have taken if you had read the headlines.

E  � PRONUNCIATION. Contractions with ‘d in spoken English. Notice the reduction 

of had, would, and did. Read and listen. Then repeat. 

/wid/
1. If we had had time, we   If  we’d  had time, we would have stayed.

 would have stayed. 
 

 

/wErd/
2. Where did you go?  Where’d  you go?

 

/hud/
3. Who did you see?  Who’d  you see?

 

/It 3´d/4. It would be OK.  It’d  be OK.

 If I had seen this, I
 …

 If I had seen this, I
 …

 If I had seen this, I
 …

Stores Announce Protest Against Taxes Half-price Sales Begin Today

Massive Transportation Strike Taxis, Buses, Trains Out of Service Huge Traffic Jams Expected

Hurricane to Strike Tonight 
Floods Expected

  91
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COMMUNICATION GOAL. Shows students
the practical value of this lesson.

RHYTHM AND INTONATION PRACTICE.
Provides targeted pronunciation practice to
ensure comprehensibility of student speech.

EXTENSIVE PAIR WORK ACTIVITIES.
Ensure a student-centered approach.

PRONUNCIATION. A comprehensive
pronunciation syllabus promotes accurate 
and comprehensible pronunciation. Each
pronunciation point is linked to the target
language of the lesson.

CONVERSATION “GUIDES.” These guides
ensure that students practice manipulating 
the Conversation Model in their own way,
rather than merely repeating it.
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Evaluate Inventions

C  DISCUSSION. Describe each invention with one 
or more of the adjectives from the vocabulary. 

 It’s not a novel idea, but the Pet Exit is both low-tech and 
efficient. It doesn’t need electronics or machinery. 

A  � VOCABULARY. Descriptive adjectives. Listen and practice.

B  � LISTENING COMPREHENSION. Listen carefully to 
people discussing their problems. Write the number 
of the conversation next to the invention each person 
should have had.

■■   The All-Body 
Umbrella

■■   The Pet 
Exit ■■  The Vac Bot

■■  The Robo-Tiller

low-tech / high-tech
wacky

unique
efficient / inefficient

92   UNIT 8
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TOP NOTCH
INTERACTION • Eureka! I’ve got an idea!

STEP 1. Check the boxes to show where you think new inventions are needed. 

Then complete the chart with more information about each invention.

STEP 2. PAIR WORK. Choose one area and invent something. It can be wacky, low-tech, 

high-tech, or even impossible! Name your invention. On a separate sheet of paper, 

draw a picture of it or write a description of it.
STEP 3. DISCUSSION. Tell the class about your invention. Explain what would happen if 

you had one now. Explain what you could have done if you’d had one in the past.
NEED HELP?  Here’s language you already know:

FR
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New invention Why people would want ithome and car
□� for the car   a wake-up alarm   so you don’t fall asleep while driving
□ for organizing
□ for cooking
□ for raising children
□ for pets
□ for cleaning
□ for relaxing

office
□ for writing
□ for organizing papers
□ for training staff
□ for communicating
□ for eating lunch or snacking

English class
□ for learning new words and grammar□ for getting more speaking practice
□ for preparing to take tests
□ for reading faster

  93

top-of-the-line 
high-tech
high-end
state-of-the-art
cutting-edge
low-tech
first-rate 
innovative

wacky 
practical
unique
efficient
inefficient
novel
revolutionary

Descriptive adjectives

Don’t you wish someone would invent     something for  ?If I had a  , I would be able to   .If I had had a  , I would have been      able to   .

Factual and unreal conditionals
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Unit walk-through T v i i

VOCABULARY. Clear defining illustrations
take the guesswork out of the meaning of new
words and provide a permanent reference.

FREE COMMUNICATION PRACTICE.
Offering students an opportunity to remember
and use language taught in this AND previous
lessons, Top Notch Interactions provide support
for successful discussion.

LISTENING COMPREHENSION. Listening
tasks go beyond auditory discrimination to
include critical thinking skills. NEED HELP? Provides reminders to students

of the language they have previously learned—
in this unit and earlier units—that can be used
in free communication.
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Discuss the Impact of Key Inventions in History

A  READING WARM-UP. In what ways did people communicate words and ideas 
to each other before the invention of the telegraph, the telephone, the radio, 
and the computer?

B  � READING. Read about the invention of printing. How do you think this 
invention changed the world?

If you asked a large number 
of people what the most 
important invention has 

been, many would say the 
printing press. Others might 
say the wheel. But even though 
it’s debatable whether the 
appearance of the printing press 
affected the course of history 
more than the wheel, the printing 
press ranks within the top two 
or three inventions in 
history.

Long before the 
telephone, the television, 
the radio, and the 
computer, the written 
word was the only way 
to communicate ideas to 
people too far away to 
talk with. Until the sixth 
or seventh century, all 
books had to be written 

by hand. Creating a book was 
difficult, and in comparison 
with today, very few books 
existed. Therefore, very few 
people read books.

In the sixth and seventh 
centuries, the Japanese and 
Chinese invented a way to print 
pages by carving characters and 
pictures on wooden, ivory, or 
clay blocks. They would put 
ink on the blocks and then press 
paper onto the ink, printing 
a page from the block. This 
process is called letterpress 
printing. The invention of 
letterpress printing was a great 
advance in communication 
because each block could be 
inked many times and many 
copies of each page could be 
made. Many books could now be 
made. Therefore, many people 

could read the same book.
Later, in the 11th century, 

another great advance 
occurred. The Chinese invented 
“movable” type. Each character 
was made as a separate block 
which could be used many 
times in many texts. This 
meant that pages could be 
created by putting together 
individual characters rather than 
having to have whole pages 
carved. Movable type was much 
more efficient than the earlier 
Japanese and Chinese print 
blocks because books could be 
created much more quickly by 
people with less skill.

In Europe, movable type was 
used for the first time in the 15th 
century. And there, Johannes 
Gutenberg invented typecasting, 
a way to make movable type 

much more quickly, 
by melting metal 
and pouring it into 
the forms of the 
letters. This greatly 
increased the speed 
of printing, and 
eventually made 
books available to 
many more people.

SOURCE: Eyewitness Books: Invention. By Lionel Bender, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, © 1991.

Until the 6th or 7th century, all books 
had to be written by hand.

ladle for pouring hot metal

carved print blocks

94   UNIT 8
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COMMUNICATION GOAL. Top Notch has a 
fully developed discussion syllabus. Students
progress beyond functional language and express
their views successfully on a variety of popular
discussion topics.

READING WARM-UP. Warm-up questions 
build expectation and get students talking.

AUTHENTICITY. Authentic readings from
identified sources prepare students to
comprehend real reading materials in English.

ADEQUATE PREPARATION. Concrete
steps—such as “notepadding” activities,
charts, surveys, and critical thinking
activities—prepare students for successful
and productive free communication.

SPEAKING MODELS.
Ensure students know
what they can say.

TOP NOTCHINTERACTION • It’s the greatest invention since the wheel!

STEP 1. PAIR WORK. On your notepads, write your own ideas about how life changed as a 

result of each of these inventions. Then rank the four inventions in order of importance.

 

2000 B.C.: The plow 
loosens and turns the 

soil so crops can be 
planted efficiently. 1914: The modern 

zipper permits the 
opening and closing of 

clothes without buttons 

and buttonholes.

1920s: The electric 
refrigerator keeps food 

fresh.

1802: The steam 
locomotive permits 

transportation of 
products over long 

distances by train.

STEP 2. GROUP WORK. Choose one of the inventions above or another invention.

Present a report to your classmates about the impact the invention had in history.

                                         Life before

                   Life after

the plow:

the train:

the zipper:

the refrigerator:

FR
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C  DISCUSSION. 1. How would life have been different if printing hadn’t been invented?

2. In what ways do we communicate “in writing” today?

3. What makes an invention important? What do you think are the top 

two or three inventions in history?

 After the plow was 

invented, farmers 

could plant large 

areas in a short 
time. Then they 

could plant enough 

food to sell to other 

people.   

  95
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Unit walk-through T i x

CHECKPOINT. Integrated-skills
checkpoints permit students to
consolidate, review, and confirm
what they’ve learned.

UNIT WRAP-UP. A full-page illustration
deliberately elicits and reviews all language
from this unit, demonstrating to all students
their mastery of new language.

SELF-ASSESSMENT. Students confirm
mastery of the unit’s communication goals.

UNIT WRAP-UP

● Vocabulary. Talk about the items in the 

store, using adjectives to describe them.

● Grammar. Complete the statements, 

using the factual and unreal conditional. 

Then make more statements.

If she buys the …
 If they bought the …
 If Dan hadn’t bought the …

● Social Language. Create 

conversations for the people.

□ describe an innovation.

□ accept responsibility for a 

mistake.
□ evaluate inventions.

□ discuss the impact of key 

inventions in history.

  97
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UNIT 8
CHECKPOINT

A  � LISTENING COMPREHENSION. Listen to the people 

talking about new products. Match the name of the 

product and the adjective that best describes it.

Products Adjectives

  1. The Ultraphone   a. cutting-edge

  2. Dinner-from-a-distance   b. efficient

  3. Kinder-TV   c. unique

  4. Ten Years Off   d. top-of-the-line

B  Check the statement that is true for each situation.

1. We wouldn’t have gotten lost if we had called in advance for directions.

□ We called and we got lost.

□ We didn’t call and we got lost.

□ We called and we didn’t get lost.

□ We didn’t call and we didn’t get lost.

2. If the salesman were here, he would explain how the Omni works.

□ The salesman is here, so he can explain how the Omni works.

□ The salesman is here, so he can’t explain how the Omni works.

□ The salesman isn’t here, but he can explain how the Omni works.

□ The salesman isn’t here, so he can’t explain how the Omni works.

3. If Laura had bought the Ultraphone, she would have already sent those e-mails. 

□ Laura bought the Ultraphone and she has already sent those e-mails.

□ Laura didn’t buy the Ultraphone and she hasn’t sent those e-mails yet. 

□ Laura bought the Ultraphone and she hasn’t sent those e-mails yet.

□ Laura didn’t buy the Ultraphone and she has already sent those e-mails.

C  Complete each conditional sentence.

1. If I had a very fast car,   .

2. Most people would look better if   .

3. Will you buy a new car next year if   ?

4. If I had been born before there were cars,   .

D  WRITING. Choose one of the following inventions. Write 

about how it changed life and what would have happened 

if it had not been invented.

� TOP NOTCH SONG
“Reinvent the Wheel” 

Lyrics on last book page.

TOP NOTCH PROJECT
Choose an invention 

appearing during your own 

lifetime that has changed 

your life. Make a presentation 

to the class about the 

invention.

TOP NOTCH WEBSITE
For Unit 8 online activities, 

visit the Top Notch 

Companion Website at 

www.longman.com/topnotch.

• the telephone

• the washing machine
• the microwave oven

• the computer 

96   UNIT 8

TN3_U8.indd   96

4/19/05   10:49:17 AM

EXTRA TOP NOTCH FEATURES.
Three exciting features add value to
Top Notch by extending language
practice and use.
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Other Top Notch Components

COPY & GO: READY-MADE INTERACTIVE
ACTIVITIES FOR BUSY TEACHERS
Motivating games, puzzles, and other practice activities
in convenient photocopiable form support Student's Book
content and provide a welcome change of pace.

WORKBOOK
An illustrated workbook contains exercises that
provide additional practice and reinforcement of
language concepts and skills from the Top Notch
Student’s Book and its Grammar Booster.

COMPLETE ASSESSMENT PACKAGE WITH
EXAMVIEW® SOFTWARE
Ten easy-to-administer and easy-to-score unit achievement
tests assess listening, vocabulary, grammar, social language,
reading, and writing. Two review tests – one mid-book and
one end-of-book – provide additional cumulative assessment.
Two speaking tests assess progress in speaking.

In addition to the photocopiable achievement tests,
ExamView® software enables teachers to customize tests that
best meet their own needs.
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Top Notch Components Tx i

CLASS AUDIO PROGRAM
The audio program contains listening comprehension activities,
rhythm and intonation practice, and targeted pronunciation
activities that focus on accurate and comprehensible
pronunciation.

To prepare students to communicate with a variety of
speakers, regional and non-native accents are included. Each
class audio program also includes five Top Notch Pop songs in
standard and karaoke form.

COMPANION WEBSITE
A companion website at www.longman.com/topnotch provides numerous additional resources
for students and teachers. This no-cost, high-benefit feature includes opportunities for further
practice of language and content from the Top Notch Student's Book.

TOP NOTCH TV
A hilarious TV-style situation comedy reintroduces
language from each unit. Also includes authentic
unrehearsed interviews and Top Notch Pop karaoke.
Comes with Activity Worksheets and Teaching
Notes.
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