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Total English Upper Intermediate DVD Transcripts

Unit 1 – Good relations

Mr. Nickleby: I know something of that hand. My brother’s dead. The
widow and both children were in London. Confound them!

Man servant: Anything else you want?
Mr. Nickleby: Not now. I must go out.
Man servant: That’ll cost you a pretty penny.
Mr. Nickleby: I can’t keep them. They must find something. If they won’t

do it for themselves, I shall!
Mrs Nickleby at home girl?

Maid: What name?
Mr. Nickleby: Nickleby.
Maid: Mrs Nickleby, here’s Mr Nickleby.
Nicholas: Uncle Ralph? Good morning, Sir.
Mr. Nickleby: Nicholas, I suppose?
Nicholas: Yes, Sir
Mr. Nickleby: How do you do ma’am. You must bear up against sorrow

ma’am. I always do.
Mrs. Nickleby: Mine was no common loss.
Mr. Nickleby: It was no uncommon loss ma’am. Husbands die everyday.

Wives also.
Nicholas: And brothers too, Sir.
Mr. Nickleby: Yes Sir, and puppies and pug dogs likewise. When my wife

died ma’am, many years ago, I learned …er… to survive the
calamity. Doubtless you will do the same. Well ma’am, you
were saying in your letter there is nothing left, humm, and
you spent what little you had in coming all the way to 
London            to see what I can do for you.

Mrs. Nickleby: I’d hoped you might do something for your brother’s
children. It was his last wish.

Mr. Nickleby: I don’t know how it is; but, whenever a man dies without
property he seems to think it gives him the right to dispose
of other people’s.
And this is Kate. What sort of work is your daughter fitted
for?

Mrs. Nickleby: She was the cleverest girl in a school of twenty-five or was
it fifty-five? Well anyway………

Mr. Nickleby: We must try and get you apprenticed. And you, have you
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ever done anything?
Nicholas: No, sir.
Mr. Nickleby: I suppose you are willing to work?
Nicholas: Course I am
Mr. Nickleby: Then listen. This caught my eye this morning. You may

thank your lucky stars. An able assistant wanted. Annual
salary - fifteen pounds. There, let him get that and his
fortune’s made.

Kate: But it’s so far away mama!
Mrs. Nickleby: Sssh Kate. Nicholas, I wish you would say something.
Nicholas: If I am fortunate enough to be appointed Sir, what’ll

become of my mother, my sister?
Mr. Nickleby: In that case, but not otherwise, they’ll be provided for by

me.
Nicholas: Then I’ll do anything you wish.
Mr. Nickleby: I’m very pleased to hear it.
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Unit 2 – Dream career

I’m Lindsay Pressdee. I run Child Clothing which is a clothing company. We
produce a range of urban sportswear. I started it in June 96 when I was
twenty-four and um the highlight so far has been when we were in Top Shop
on Oxford Circus.

I’m gonna be showing at a trade show, er… later this year, which means that
I’ll be dealing directly with large department stores, stores all over the world.
I always wanted to be a fashion designer since I was a little girl making
clothes for my Sindy dolls. It’s a hard business to break into, but I think if
you’re prepared to work hard, and you’re really young, you’ve got energy,
and you’ve got fresh ideas, that there is potential to make it with the big
boys.

There’s lots of pros and cons to running your own business. ‘Cos I set up on
my own, I end up spending four days a week on my own in my studio, so it
actually can get quite lonely and requires loads of self-motivation just to get
out of bed in the morning some days. So that’s not the greatest point, and
everyone thinks it’s wonderful to run your own business, but it’s actually
really hard work.

When I left school, I ended up doing a degree in fashion and came to London
to do that, and then I got as much experience as possible. I had lots of
Saturday jobs in clothes shops and then I worked in the industry so I could
get a good view of what it was I was getting into. Being young in this
business is actually a real advantage because you have better ideas and
you’re creative. I have a notebook that I carry round with me all the time
because you never know when you’re gonna come up with a new idea and
you just need to remember it and put it down.

I feel very privileged that I get to do what I wanted to do with my life.
There’s not many people that get to do that. Not many of my friends do. And
even though they earn more money than me now, I know that I’ve got loads
of potential for the future, and so that’s what I’m looking forward to.
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sleep, and I think, today this morning I must have slept for half
an hour as well outside in the cuddy, so I’m going to try and
sleep as much as I possibly can  today.

Narrator: Sleep is a luxury. Ellen has learnt to sleep in ten minute bursts
and to get by on only two hours sleep a day. A solo sailor needs
skill, determination, courage and strength. Ellen MacArthur has
proved she has them all.
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Unit 5 – Home Road Movie

Son: It wasn’t the sort of thing to boast about, but our Dad was an
expert on bus timetables. Family holiday rovers, weekend
seaside specials, he knew everything. We even had a bus stop
outside our house. Other families had cars. Luckily for us, Dad
had a problem. You see holiday rover tickets are about average
sized families, but there were too many of us to be average.

News spread quickly about our top performance sports car. It
was brilliant.

Dad: Emergency items, red triangle, fire extinguisher…

Son: We held our breaths while Dad, RAF trained prepared for our
first flight.

Dad: Oh, blanket and coffee flask….

Son: Anticipation mounted as the car manual was read from cover to
cover.

Dad: Power on, first check, second check, back left indicator, back
right indicator. Mmm, onboard entertainment. Aah, wipers… Oh
well, here we go…

Children: 5,4,3,2,1!

Dad: Oh James Last or Tia on the razz?

Children: Yeah!

Son: No longer restricted to zone 3 of the local buses, our Dad took
us on motoring holidays of a lifetime.

Dad: Ah, stunning Arc de Triomphe, built in 1836 to celebrate the
victory of …
… the world’s tallest building… built in 1931…
…at eighty-nine hundred feet you can see for forty-five miles…
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Son: With Europe as our playground we immersed ourselves in it
cultural capitals.

Dad: Now that is impressive. A fully integrated transport system. If
only we could have that at home.

Children: Go on Dad, you can overtake him! Yeah!

Son: For each new holiday, Dad would answer our every need, always
with a brilliant Ronco car accessory. The electric cooker and
fridge provided exotic cuisine. We were totally self-contained. A
family with everything. Even our arrival in a new campsite would
raise eyebrows. Fellow campers were impressed with what
British Camping Technology could offer.

Despite the occasional setback we still knew that our Dad and his
fantastic car were the best. Together we travelled ever upwards
towards the Utopia of modern family motoring.

Dad: Little bit more to the left….Smile!

Son: We had reached the top

Children: We’re going to the top of the mountain!
Brilliant! Look!

Son: He didn’t know it couldn’t last.

Children: Dad do we have to have Radio Two? Please, why can’t we have
Radio One? It’s the top forty! Dad, why can’t we have Radio
One?

Son: We’d grown up and it finally dawned on us Dad hadn’t bought a
high performance car. In fact we’d spent every holiday driving at
a safety conscious, law abiding thirty m.p.h. And it wasn’t just
that our car was getting old. We were beginning to realise that
the captain perhaps wasn’t the best driver on the road. So, to
help him out, we all made high pitched engine noises when he
forgot to change gears. Thinking back, I guess my Dad found it
quite stressful driving.
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Dad: Just a little rest……just a little peace and quiet.

Son: Dad was retired now and spending most of his time bringing the
car back to its former glory. Ready for our next family summer
holiday.

As years passed his answer to family life was becoming ever
harder to maintain. And when my mother died it must have
seemed an impossible task. Each year there was one less brother
or sister as college and travel took them away, but still he was
out there struggling to get the family car back onto the road.

Dad, Dad, where are you? The taxi’s here. My train’s at 12:30.
I’ll give you a call next week.

Even though Dad continued to work on the car, he no longer had
the courage to lift up the bonnet. If he had, he would have
realised that the engine was now a solid lump of rust.

Dad! I’m off!

My Dad’s last journey wasn’t in his car, but alone on a
bus…….and it was only after his death that we discovered that
even though the car hadn’t moved for ten years it had always
been taxed and insured. Our Dad was always ready for the next
great summer holiday.
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We’ve performed all over the UK and Europe, at the
Dome and Buckingham Palace, and our top tip is choose
your business partner very carefully!

The Indian
Takeaway Owner: My name is Majou Islam. I’m twenty-six years old. I

own the Bombay Spice in Brixton. I used to be a
Graphic Designer, but I never wanted to earn a salary
for the rest of my life. So today I’ve opened my own
business which happens to be an Indian takeaway. I’ve
got the right market for myself and it was the right
thing for myself. I had a little bit of experience. I went
out and done my market research on it. Today I can
clearly say my takeaway is doing excellent. My advice
to you is know your customer.

The Internet
Entrepreneur: My name is Ben Way. I’m young entrepreneur of the

year and I run a website called WaySearch.com. I
started WaySearch.com about six months ago when I
received multi-million pound venture capital funding.
That wasn’t my first project. When I was fourteen, I
started up my own company and the reasons for that
was because I was dyslexic everyone told me I could
never read or write or do anything with my life, so I
decided to go and prove them wrong. So my advice to
you is don’t give up. You will find your own skill one day
and you will do well, so always believe in yourself.
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Unit 9 - The Bullion Robbery

Bank manager: And um, here’s the order for tomorrow’s consignment.
Somewhat larger than I expected. £212.

Bank clerk: That won’t worry me, sir.

Bank manager: Dependable to the last. I’m going to miss you Holland.

Bank clerk: Very kind, sir. I shall always have the happiest memories
of the dear old bullion office.

Bank manager: Has Mr Abercrombie spoken to you about your holiday?

Bank clerk: Yes, sir. I’m going to Paris.

Bank manager: Paris eh? You’re stepping out Holland. Wonderful isn’t it,
what a little extra money will do?

Bank clerk: Yes, it’s going to make a big difference to me…

211, 212 … Ah, Mr Richards - your deposit will be returned
in the usual way. As soon as the gold enters the bank.

At your post sir.

[Van bell rings]
Did you see that car?

Driver 1: Yes, sir… a Police Car.

Bank clerk: What?

Driver 1: Nothing to be afraid of there, Sir. Bloke was a copper.

Bank clerk: It’s probably some trick. It’s probably some trick. I’m sure
it’s the same car that followed us the other day.

Driver 1: You want me to go and look round the corner, sir?

Bank clerk: Yes.
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Cyclist: You got a flat tyre there mate!

Bank clerk: Help, help!

Driver 2: Help, help Police!

Driver 1: What’s up?

Driver 2: The van, the van - they pinched the van!

Policeman: Hello all cars from M2 GW. This is number 4 and it
begins… maroon coloured van, LJ L6 38, containing bullion
value one million pounds stolen from the vicinity of Queen
Victoria Street.
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Unit 10 – Yes, Prime Minister

JH = Jim Hacker (new elected Prime Minister)
G = Godfey (TV producer)
GA = Government aid
MA = Make-up artist

JH: Let us be abundantly clear about this. We cannot go on paying
ourselves more than we earn. The rest of the world does not owe us a
living. We must be prepared to make sacrifices … and who wrote this
rubbish?

GA: You did, Prime Minister. It’s one of your old speeches.

JH: How was that Godfrey?

G: Um… excellent Prime Minister, um… one thing, will you be wearing
those glasses?

JH: Well, what do you think?

G: Well, it’s up to you obviously. With them on, you look authoritative and
commanding. With them off you look honest and open. Which do you
want?

JH: Well, really, I want to look authoritative and honest.

G: It’s one or the other really.

JH: What about starting with them off and then putting them on …

G: That just looks indecisive.

JH: I see…

GA: What about a monocle?

G: Let’s just leave them off for the moment shall we?

JH: Anything else?

G: Um, well, your face is a bit wooden.

JH: Wooden?

G: Only, only when you’re speaking. Um, you see in normal speech, you
move your head and eyebrows and cheek muscles and so and so. Don’t
let the tele-prompter turn you into a zombie OK?

JH: Defence expenditure, one of the areas which this Government will be
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examining closely. It may be that we can achieve the same.

G: Prime Minister, that’s just a little bit too much. Could we just talk about
your appearance for a moment? What will you be wearing?

JH: What do you suggest?

G: Well, dark suit represents traditional values.

JH: Fine, dark suit.

G: On the other hand, a light suit looks business like.

JH: Well, what about a lightish jacket with a darkish waistcoat?

G: I think that would look as though you’d got an identity problem.

MA: Excuse me Prime Minister. Godfrey, could we have word about make-
up? Are you happy about the grey hair or shall we darken it?

G: No, no that’s fine.

MA: And the receding hairline?

JH: Receding what?!

G: High forehead. And could you try to make the …er…, do something
about the eyes? Make them look less close set.

MA: Bags underneath … cheeks … nose is still a problem.

JH: Problem?!

G: No… just a lighting problem Prime Minister. Very large, …um… shadow.

MA: Teeth of course. Could you smile Prime Minister?

G: Yes…


