The Practice of English Language Teaching
(4th Edition) with DVD

Jeremy Harmer Review by Jenny Roden

If you are involved in teacher training, either as trainer or trainee you will
no doubt be familiar with Harmer’s ‘The Practice of English Language
Teaching’ rst published in the 1990s.

The chance to get my hands on new edition of Harmer felt like being
given a fresh piece of chocolate cake after the previous slice, still
edible, had gone a bit dry from age. Plus, this fourth edition had icing
on top —a DVD of classroom practice.

I must confess to having a look at the DVD before reading the book.
For me it was a new and interesting experience to nd that | could

‘meet the author in the esh’, as it were, because Harmer appears

on it as an interviewer. So now, instead of just a familiar name he has
become a real person, a normal teacher, approachable and above

all very sensible. This impression was con rmed by a videoclip on

the Longman website (address below). Although the introduction and
acknowledgments together with the summary on the back of the book
make it clear what changes and additions have been made, | was
interested to hear what Harmer feels are the major changes which have
made a fourth edition necessary. Most important is the transition of
English into a global language, a lingua franca. Secondly is the debate
around the role of the teacher, in particular native v. non-native speaker.
Thirdly is the increased attention now given to the context in which
English is taught and nally, as one might expect, are technological
changes which have impacted on both tutors and students.

| was impressed to read in the acknowledgments how much discussion
with contemporaries in the eld had gone into producing the new
edition. Papers had been commissioned by the publishers from
eminent educationalists and ELT specialists and Harmer has drawn on
discussions with a wide variety of people. By being transparent about
this Harmer conveys the sense that he is open minded and explorative,
the synthesiser of many views while remaining master of his own and
this adds another dimension to a book which marks another stage in
the evolution of English Language Teaching over the last twenty years.

Thus the book is a melding of what was great about it with the new is probably misleading, a result of the editing which has reduced each
ideas and developments outlined above. Nothing signi cant has been  lesson to a watchable length — about ten minutes. There is a good

lost: indeed the new edition is some eighty pages longer. It is the same  range of lesson topics from single and integrated skills to grammar,
size, and has the same easy to read typeface, clear and often lively functions, lexis and pronunciation and there is a range of levels. The
headings and sub-headings, diagrams and charts. The chapters on nine teachers are experienced and some are non-native speakers.

the core elements of ELT teaching practice are still there, but often the ~ The lesson observation worksheet focuses attention and is a good
order has been Changed, and paragraphs rewritten. Other chapters are checklist for new teachers. For more experienced teachers and trainee
new or have been extended. For example, the one on ‘learner autonomy teachers the lesson can be used as a focus for discussion and critique.
and teacher development’ now emphasizes the importance of re ection | particularly liked the interviews which follow each lesson. The teachers
and evaluation for both students and tutors. Teachers are encouraged '€ ect on aspects of the topic and methodology and this again can be
to take part in continuing professional development and action research used very constructively by the teacher trainer.

and to collaborate with other teachers both face-to-face and virtually. I am not surprised to see that the new edition has won the 2007
As in the previous edition, each chapter has a valuable list of references {RH Duke of Edinburgh English Speaking Union Award. Do | recommend
and further reading which are noted under clear headings with an you buy it? Yes, absolutely’.

explanatory sentence for each source. These have been updated. )
For more details about the book go to:

Finally, what about the DVD | hear you say? .
www.pearsonlongman.com/methodology/how-to-books/practice-of-

At rst 1 was disappointed. It was made in a private language school and - gngjish-language-teaching.html

the students are, as you might expect; largely young and well educated.

| would have preferred to see a wider range of contexts. However, on

re ection, | can see that, for a book written for ELT market, it is probably ISBN 978-1-4058-5311-8

wise that the DVD remains as neutral and non-'country speci ¢’ as Longman Handbooks for Language Teachers
possible. Then, although the nine lesson extracts seem teacher-centred Pearson Longman 22.39

in the PPP (Presentation, Practice, Production) style, this impression
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